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Induction of Moderator of Presbytery


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ORDER FOR THE INDUCTION

OF MODERATOR OF PRESBYTERY
This order normally follows after devotions have been conducted in accordance with the practice in the Presbytery. If the Lord's Supper is to be celebrated the induction normally follows the sermon (and hymn) in the Order for Holy Communion in the Councils of the Church.
The Moderator stands in front of the holy table, the Moderator elect facing him.

A.B., your fellow presbyters, guided we believe by the Holy Spirit, have chosen you to fill the office of Moderator of this Presbytery.

I remind you of the nature of your task, and of the extent of the authority granted to you in this council as set out in the Law and Procedure of this Church: As Moderator you preside over the meetings of Presbytery, and take precedence over its members, but you are in all matters subject to the Presbytery. It is incumbent on you act as pastor to all ministers and probationers within the Presbytery. You may also be invited by any minister or Session of a pastoral charge within the bounds of the Presbytery to visit that congregation to mediate between and/or counsel any parties within the congregation. 

In the light of this authority I put to you the following questions:

Do you accept the authority granted to you by your election as Moderator of this Presbytery, and do you engage, in the strength of the Holy Spirit and trusting in his guidance, to rule wisely and fairly in the debates of this council?

I do.
Do you resolve to maintain the doctrine and good order of this Church, and to perform with grace and love all the duties that may be required of you?
I do.
Do you accept the pastoral care of the ministers and probat​ioners within this Presbytery, and the responsibility to mediate and counsel within its congregations where requested to do so?

I do.
Let us pray.

Almighty God, hear us as we pray for the well-being of your whole Church on earth. Fill your people with your truth and sustain them in your peace. Where they are corrupt, purify them; where they are in error, correct them; where they are divided, unite them; where there is superstition, banish it from among them. Where your people are true to you, confirm them in their faith; where they are steadfast, strengthen them in your service. In your mercy give your people what they lack, that they may serve you fully.

Almighty God, we thank you that you have most graciously given your only Son, Jesus Christ who died for us, to be our Redeemer and Lord, and have raised him in majesty and power to live for us. We rejoice that by the Holy Spirit he has given gifts to your people for the building up of the Church. Now send down your Holy Spirit upon your servant, A (using the Christian Name), as we set him apart to the office of Moderator of this Presbytery, and commit to him authority to preside in this council of the Church, to act as pastor to its ministers and probationers, and to mediate between and counsel people within its congregations. Hear him as he gives you thanks for his redemption... as he confesses his unworthiness and weakness... and as he rededicates himself to your service. Give him, merciful Father the grace he will need to guide this Presbytery in wisdom, to rule its debates with clarity, to give pastoral care to its ministers and probationers with compassion, and, where called upon to do so, to mediate between and counsel people within its congregations.

Let your light shine through him; grant him your protection in body and spirit; and keep him in righteousness and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the King and Head of the Church.   Amen.

The Moderator addresses the Moderator elect:
AB, we induct you to the office of Moderator in this Presbytery of the Uniting Presbyterian Church in Southern Africa.

Now may he that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is pleasing in his sight.

Brother/Sister A (using the Christian name), I invite you now to sign the Presbytery Bible.

The Moderator signs the Presbytery Bible.
In the name of your brothers and sisters I now invite you to take your place as Moderator, and in their name I give you the right hand of fellowship, promising all Christian obedience to the authority of your office.

The newly inducted Moderator takes his place. As he does so the retiring Moderator steps forward and addresses the members of the Presbytery:
Members of the Presbytery, I present to you the Moderator.

The members of the Presbytery bow to the Moderator who returns the greeting. 
The retiring Moderator takes the place reserved for him. 
If the Lord's Supper is to be celebrated the Moderator proceeds with the celebration. Otherwise the Moderator proceeds with the business of the council.
