
Wednesday 13 April 2022 

John 13:1 - 17 

13 It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this 

world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 

2 The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon 

Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he 

had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, 

and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his 

disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 

6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 

7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 

8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” 

Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 

9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!” 

10 Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean. 

And you are clean, though not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was going to betray him, and that 

was why he said not every one was clean. 

12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you 

understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly 

so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should 

wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 

Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who 

sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 

  

Jesus, God, gets down on his hands and knees and washes his disciples’ feet as an example of the kind of 

leader he is. A Servant King. The God who gave up everything and emptied himself, coming to earth as a 

vulnerable human baby so that humans could come to know him. A God who ate and drank with 

sinners. A God who visited the tombs in order to set the demon possessed free and restore their dignity. 

A God who was willing to die on the cross for those who put him there. That is the God we follow. 

  

That is the type of people we are called to be. Jesus stoops down to wash his disciples’ feet and then 

encourages them to do the same. It’s so easy to get caught up in doing the right things but with the 

wrong attitudes. Instead of helping others out of a willingness to serve, we help others and then feel a 

little like they owe us something. We get upset if they don’t really appreciate what we’ve done or we 

treat them with condescension and arrogance. Jesus wasn’t condescending when he washed his 

disciples’ feet, he didn’t expect anything from them, this was a genuine act of love. 



  

May we be inspired by our God’s acts of genuine love to serve and love others. 

  

Prayer 

All-powerful God, our minds still boggle at the thought of you giving up all the power and the glory of 

heaven and being born as a human baby just like us. We confess that we struggle with arrogance, when 

we believe we know better than others we lord it over them, we expect gratitude for our good works 

and get angry when we are not appreciated. Forgive us Lord Jesus, when we fail to follow your example 

of selfless genuine love. Forgive us when our acts of love come with expectations of praise or gratitude.  

Holy Spirit help us to be servants of others, help us to love without expectations and serve without the 

need to be praised. 

In Jesus name we pray, 

Amen. 
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