
Thursday 7 April 2022 – 6 weeks into the Ukraine/Russia War 

 Psalm 46: 1 - 11 

1 God is our refuge and strength, 

    an ever-present help in trouble. 

2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way 

    and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 

3 though its waters roar and foam 

    and the mountains quake with their surging. 

4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

    the holy place where the Most High dwells. 

5 God is within her, she will not fall; 

    God will help her at break of day. 

6 Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; 

    he lifts his voice, the earth melts. 

7 The Lord Almighty is with us; 

    the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

8 Come and see what the Lord has done, 

    the desolations he has brought on the earth. 

9 He makes wars cease 

    to the ends of the earth. 

He breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 

    he burns the shields with fire. 

10 He says, ‘Be still, and know that I am God; 

    I will be exalted among the nations, 

    I will be exalted in the earth.’ 

11 The Lord Almighty is with us; 

    the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

As we see footage of the atrocities that have been committed against ordinary civilians in Ukraine by the 

Russian army, we cry out to God again and again. The Psalmist tells us that God is stronger than nations 



or kingdoms and that God is our fortress. God is able to make wars cease, to break bows and shatter 

spears. Our God is all powerful. We pray that God will reveal this power that those who make war 

around the world, those who oppress people, who rule as tyrants, who forcefully remove freedom and 

liberty and those who have no regard for human life will witness this power. We pray that they will 

know our God and be still. 

This week has been particularly unsettling as we hear story after story of shallow graves and murdered 

people. These days I find myself returning often to a quote by Mahatma Gandhi that I came across in 

early March: 

“When I despair, I remember that all through history the way of truth and love have always won. There 

have been tyrants and murderers, and for a time, they can seem invincible, but in the end, they always 

fall. Think of it--always.” 

Truth and love always win, even if sometimes it looks like they don't, even if sometimes they appear to 

die on a cross. Truth and love always win. Easter is around the corner. 

Prayer 

Compassionate God, God of justice, God of peace, 

We bring to you our broken hearts, as we view the destruction that we as humanity have caused. We 

confess that our selfish nature leads us to take what isn't ours, our arrogance and pride leads us to see 

other people as less than, as a means to an end. Forgive us the atrocities that we commit. Forgive us 

when we turn a blind eye to what is happening in our communities and in the world. 

We pray especially for the families of those who have been murdered in Ukraine. We pray for those who 

witnessed these killings: for healing of these memories, for a will to continue living and for hope for the 

future. We pray for all those who mourn: may they find comfort in you, may you be their refuge and 

strength. We pray that those who committed these acts will be brought to justice, that they will be held 

accountable for their actions. 

We pray for the soldiers of both sides who fight in this war. Holy Spirit speak into their lives, make them 

question the need for violence, let them see each person they face as your beloved child, as their 

brother or sister rather than nameless and faceless. May they think about the consequences of their 

actions as they fire missiles into areas where there are innocents hiding. May they not be caught up in 

propaganda or hatred and do things that they will later regret. 

Lord Jesus, you forgave the crowds when they got caught up in propaganda and called for your death. 

You forgave even the soldiers who followed orders. You proved to us that love and truth always wins 

even when things look really bleak. Thank you for your death and resurrection. Lord, we see all the 

death in this war and we pray that you will end this death and bring resurrection for Ukraine and new 

life for a country that is being destroyed. 

In your name we pray, 

Amen. 

Rev Kim S Brown 


