
Sunday 10 April 2022 

Matthew 21: 1 - 11 

21 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 

disciples, 2 saying to them, ‘Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, 

with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, say that the 

Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.’ 

4 This took place to fulfil what was spoken through the prophet: 

5 ‘Say to Daughter Zion, 

    “See, your king comes to you, 

gentle and riding on a donkey, 

    and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”’ 

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt and 

placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, 

while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead 

of him and those that followed shouted, 

‘Hosanna to the Son of David!’ 

‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!’ 

‘Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 

10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, ‘Who is this?’ 

11 The crowds answered, ‘This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.’ 

  

Jesus comes to Jerusalem and rides in on a donkey, fulfilling the prophecy of Zechariah 9:9. The crowds 

praise him spreading the cloaks and branches on the ground and proclaiming him Son of David and the 

one who comes in the name of the Lord. They must have made quite some noise causing the whole city 

to be astir. I imagine it was a bit like celebrating the win of your sports team after you’ve watched their 

game live in the stadium (well without all the alcohol).  

  

But less than a week later those same crowds become like the crowds after their sports teams lose, 

those type of crowds who blame the coach and call for his/her firing and are just looking for a fight with 

anyone.  

  

What makes them go from one extreme to the other? The power of the crowd and the danger of 

disillusionment. We have all witnessed how peaceful demonstrations can turn violent and ugly. How the 

right or wrong word can turn a situation and how easily peer pressure and crowd mentality takes hold. 



It’s easy to judge the crowds of those days as we look on with two thousand years’ experience but we 

too are just as easily swayed. Have you ever been in a conversation with a group of non-Christians and 

their talk turns to God and they all agree on something that you don’t and instead of speaking up you 

just keep quiet? Have you ever believed one thing but been convinced of the total opposite (even just 

temporarily) because everyone else says it? Have you ever been convinced to do something or try 

something even if you know you don’t like it or it’s wrong for you because others ganged up against 

you? Crowds are dangerous things. Even Peter denies knowing Jesus because the crowds are in his 

favour. May God grant you the wisdom to choose crowds that will influence you for good and not bad 

and when you find yourself in a bad crowd may God give you the strength to hold to what you know is 

right. 

  

Prayer 

Almighty God, we worship and praise you as King of Kings as Lord of Lords. You are the only one worthy 

of our praise and adoration. We lift up your name as the crowds did on that Palm Sunday so many years 

ago, acknowledging that you are the only one who saves. 

As we worship you, we are lead to confess that we are just as fickle as the crowds of that day. We 

confess that we are easily swayed by peer pressure and crowd mentality, that we give in when enough 

pressure is placed on us and we remain silent when we are not in the majority. Holy Spirit, help us to 

remain true to our convictions even when faced with peer pressure and give us wisdom to surround 

ourselves with people who will respect what is right and not pressure us to do wrong. 

In Jesus name, we pray 

Amen. 

Rev Kim S Brown 


