
Friday 1 April 2022 

Isaiah 43: 16 - 21 

16 This is what the Lord says— 

    he who made a way through the sea, 

    a path through the mighty waters, 

17 who drew out the chariots and horses, 

    the army and reinforcements together, 

and they lay there, never to rise again, 

    extinguished, snuffed out like a wick: 

18 “Forget the former things; 

    do not dwell on the past. 

19 See, I am doing a new thing! 

    Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 

I am making a way in the wilderness 

    and streams in the wasteland. 

20 The wild animals honour me, 

    the jackals and the owls, 

because I provide water in the wilderness 

    and streams in the wasteland, 

to give drink to my people, my chosen, 

21     the people I formed for myself 

    that they may proclaim my praise. 

  

On Wednesday we looked to the past and gave thanks to God for all God had done in our lives. But 

looking back can sometimes be a dangerous thing. We can become lost in what has been, longing for the 

good old days, before Covid, before broken relationships, before higher inflation, before … and not 

notice what God is doing now, what exciting and exhilarating new things God is working right now. 

  



God calls to the people in exile, who are spending their days dreaming about how good things were, to 

look ahead and not back and to see the miraculous plans that God is laying out, bringing new life to 

what was barren and making the wastelands come alive. 

  

While the world around us looks bleak and we long for the relatively peaceful, maskless days of the past, 

we should be looking for signs of God doing new things, bringing life in places that appear to be 

wastelands, in our own communities and around the world. Covid forced churches around the world to 

share God's word in new ways that now reach so many more people than just those visiting the building. 

What other new exciting things is God doing? 

  

Prayer 

Almighty God, while we remember the past and give thanks for your goodness and faithfulness, please 

help us not to dwell in the past or be so consumed by it that we stop looking for you in the present. 

Holy Spirit, open our eyes to see the new and exciting ways that you are at work in our world. Help us to 

see new life where we had only seen wasteland. Inspire us to join with your work and bring change and 

life to our communities. 

In Jesus name we pray 

Amen.  

Rev Kim S Brown 


