
Wednesday 23 March 2022 – Love Mercy 

Matthew 18: 21 - 35 

21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, ‘Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who 

sins against me? Up to seven times?’ 

22 Jesus answered, ‘I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 

23 ‘Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 

As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was brought to him. 25 

Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he 

had be sold to repay the debt. 

26 ‘At this the servant fell on his knees before him. “Be patient with me,” he begged, “and I will pay back 

everything.” 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, cancelled the debt and let him go. 

28 ‘But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver 

coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. “Pay back what you owe me!” he demanded. 

29 ‘His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, “Be patient with me, and I will pay it back.” 

30 ‘But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 

31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went and told their 

master everything that had happened. 

32 ‘Then the master called the servant in. “You wicked servant,” he said, “I cancelled all that debt of 

yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had 

on you?” 34 In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back 

all he owed. 

35 ‘This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from 

your heart.’ 

  

“To err is human, to forgive is divine” exists as a saying because it sometimes is so difficult to forgive 

someone who has hurt us or has wronged us. We hold onto that pain. We hold onto that grudge. It 

makes us feel justified. But as Anne Lamott writes “withholding forgiveness is like drinking rat poison 

and then waiting for the rat to die.” Most of the time the person that we’re so angry with isn’t even 

aware of our anger or couldn’t care less and we end up doing more damage to ourselves than we do to 

them. 

  

As much as God tells us to forgive others so that we may receive forgiveness, we also need to forgive so 

that we ourselves can begin to heal. When we cling to anger and bitterness, our hurts and pains start to 

fester and it begins to affect our whole being. As we begin to forgive, and I use the word begin 

deliberately because forgiveness is often a lengthy process, we slowly allow that wound to begin heal 

and while there may always be a scar, a reminder of our past trauma/hurt. It will not hurt as deeply. The 

saying goes “let go and let God”. When the situation demands justice and we hold onto that pain 



because we can’t seem to see any form of justice actually happening, then, for our own benefit, we 

need to place all our trust in God that God will be bring about justice, whether it will happen here or 

when the final judgement happens. 

  

God knows that only when we truly forgive someone, when we let go of the hatred and the bitterness, 

then only will we find peace and healing. Sometimes it’s too difficult to do on our own and we require 

help from someone else to begin to move forward. If you are finding it hard to forgive, if you are holding 

onto past hurts and you just can’t let go of them, please seek God’s help and speak to someone you 

trust who can help you and begin the path of forgiveness, not necessarily for the sake of the person who 

wronged you, but for your own peace. 

  

Prayer 

Gracious Father, loving God, you want the best for each and every one of us. You recognise that we are 

stubborn people, who are quick to anger and slow to forgive in spite of you being the exact opposite. 

You understand us and you know that for our own sanity it so important for us to forgive, that holding 

on to grudges can eat us up inside and can turn us into mean, bitter and angry people. Help us to let go 

of our need of retribution. Help us to walk the path of forgiveness, allowing old and new wounds to heal 

and help us to find your peace as we do so. 

We ask this in Jesus name, 

Amen. 

Rev KS Brown 


