
Tuesday 22 March  2022 - Love Mercy 

Luke 6: 36 - 38 

36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.37 ‘Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not 

condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38 Give, and it will be given 

to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. 

For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.’ 

  

As we marvel at how God accepts us and forgives us no matter how often we turn away from him, no 

matter how often we choose our way instead of his, no matter how often we choose hate instead of 

love, hurt instead of compassion, judgement instead of acceptance. As we come back to God daily 

confessing our sins before him and accepting his unending forgiveness, we are called to do the same for 

others. 

  

Even as we say the Lord’s Prayer we pray “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us.” We pray the Lord’s Prayer so often but do we really stop and think about what we are 

actually saying? We’re asking God to forgive us in the same way that we forgive others. How many 

grudges are you holding on to? How many people have you not forgiven? Forgive, and you will be 

forgiven. God forgiving us is conditional on us forgiving others. I’m guessing God makes such a drastic 

statement because he knows how much we love to hold on to grudges and how seldom we are inclined 

to forgive others. He knew he would have to make it very clear how important us forgiving others really 

is. If he just said forgive others because it’s good for you, well, that would not have enough of an effect. 

We know we should eat healthily, exercise, not drink too much etc. because it’s good for us but that 

doesn’t mean we do it. But forgive others because you being forgiven depends on it, well, that’s a 

shocker that might just make us sit up and pay attention. 

  

But I don’t think God meant it as a threat, I think it is more of a reminder that we need to forgive others 

when they wrong us because we also wrong them and we will also be in need of forgiveness. It’s a 

reminder again that we are not perfect, as much as we pretend to be, and when we hold on to grudges 

and don’t forgive we are arrogantly pretending that we never do anything wrong. Forgiveness is neither 

easy nor quick, but it is necessary. 

  

Prayer 

Gracious Father, you offer us forgiveness no matter what we have done. You look past our weaknesses, 

our faults and our failures and out of love you forgive us but you expect us to forgive others in return. 

Father, when we arrogantly hold on to our anger and our need for retribution because we feel that we 

are justified and our position is more righteous than any others, please forgive us. 



When we write our own stories proclaiming to be totally innocent and putting all the blame on the other 

party, accepting none of our own responsibility for the mess, please forgive us. 

When we refuse to acknowledge our own sinfulness, please forgive us. 

Holy Spirit, when we refuse to forgive, humble us by reminding us of our own pasts and our own need 

for forgiveness, and soften our hearts towards those who have wronged us. 

Help us to forgive so that we may receive forgiveness. 

In Jesus name, 

Amen. Rev KS Brown 


