
Thursday 31 March  - 5 Weeks into the Ukraine/Russia war 

Deuteronomy 10: 14 - 19 

14 To the Lord your God belong the heavens, even the highest heavens, the earth and everything in it. 

15 Yet the Lord set his affection on your ancestors and loved them, and he chose you, their descendants, 

above all the nations—as it is today. 16 Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and do not be stiff-necked 

any longer. 17 For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and 

awesome, who shows no partiality and accepts no bribes. 18 He defends the cause of the fatherless and 

the widow, and loves the foreigner residing among you, giving them food and clothing. 19 And you are 

to love those who are foreigners, for you yourselves were foreigners in Egypt.  

  

Today we think about refugees and foreigners seeking a safer or better life. For as long as the world has 

existed people have looked for the safest place to live and the best place to raise their children. They 

have packed up their lives and moved because of famine, like the Jacob and his family, or drought, or 

inhumane treatment, like Moses and the Israelites and Ruwanda, or unstable political situations, like 

Syria or war, as we see in Ukraine. People have been fleeing where they live for many reasons for 

thousands of years and still do so today.  

  

While the war in Ukraine is terrible and we have seen the destruction of so many homes, schools and 

hospitals, we have also heard wonderful stories of compassion as people in neighbouring countries open 

their homes, churches and even shopping centres to those fleeing the war. There are countless stories 

of foreigners crossing over into Ukraine with their own vehicles risking their lives to ferry women and 

children to safety across the border and many more stories of individuals and organisations providing 

food, blankets and clothes to those who have escaped with just one small suitcase.  

  

While we may not be Israelites, I’m sure that most of us have stories of family members or ancestors 

who have moved to a new area in search of safety, work, food or a better life. We or our family 

members have been foreigners at one point or another, not knowing the area, relying on others for 

help. Today we give thanks for those who have accepted and welcomed foreigners into their midst, for 

those who have followed God’s example and fed, clothed and loved those who have come looking for a 

better, safer life in a new area and we offer ourselves to do the same. 

  

Prayer 

Father God, you are father to us all, you care for, love, feed and clothe all, regardless of nationality, tribe 

or clan and you call us to do the same. 

  

We give thanks for those who follow your example, for those individuals and organisations in our own 

countries and communities who support and care for those who have come in search of safety and a 



better life for their families. Help us, your church, to always be a safe space and to offer acceptance and 

welcome to all. 

  

We give thanks especially for all those who have offered places to stay, transport, food and clothes to 

the refugees from Ukraine. Thank you for the visible outpouring of your love. 

  

We pray for all those who have left their homes and loved ones behind, may they find a warm welcome 

wherever they go and may they feel your love for them expressed in the communities they meet. 

In Jesus name, 

Amen. 

Rev Kim S Brown 


