
Thursday 3 March 

2 This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem: 

2 In the last days 

the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established 

    as the highest of the mountains; 

it will be exalted above the hills, 

    and all nations will stream to it. 

3 Many peoples will come and say, 

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 

    to the temple of the God of Jacob. 

He will teach us his ways, 

    so that we may walk in his paths.’ 

The law will go out from Zion, 

    the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

4 He will judge between the nations 

    and will settle disputes for many peoples. 

They will beat their swords into ploughshares 

    and their spears into pruning hooks. 

Nation will not take up sword against nation, 

    nor will they train for war any more. 

5 Come, descendants of Jacob, 

    let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

  

A week ago we saw the unthinkable happen, that in this day and age of civilisation, a country would 

attack another. In many ways we have become desensitized to violence, we hear the statistics in the 

news of violence that happens around our own country: domestic violence, gang wars, xenophobic 

attacks etc. These are every day occurrences and they no longer make us sick with disgust. There are 

uprisings and conflicts that happen within countries on a regular basis and we may pay attention for a 

while but then it doesn’t really affect us and so we forget about them. There are conflicts around the 

world that have been going on for so long that we no longer pay much attention to them. But a week 

ago, a world power, Russia, attacked a much smaller, much weaker Ukraine, claiming it was to end a 

neo-Nazi genocide, claiming it was to secure its own borders, claiming it was to stop Ukraine from 



gaining nuclear weapons. We have heard many reasons for the attack, none of them justifiable and now 

we are again awake to the atrocities of violence. 

  

This is not the world that God created, a good world, a world where people could live in peace. We have 

corrupted that world. When we do not get our own way we lash out to achieve it, using destructive 

words or physical violence. Now during Lent, we examine our souls and clean out our consciences. Who 

have you lashed out against? To whom do you owe an apology? How can you make peace? 

  

Isaiah paints a picture of what our world will be like, a world where there is no more violence, a world 

where we all live in peace and God judges the nations and settles disputes. A world where there is no 

need for weapons and so they are repurposed for farming and a world where there is no longer any 

need for people to train for war. In these days, this beautiful vision of Isaiah 2 seems like a dream but 

many things have come from dreams and we believe in a God of the impossible and so we join our 

voices with billions around the world as we pray for peace, not only in the Ukraine but around the 

world. 

  

Prayer: 

Merciful God, forgive us when we have contributed to the lack of peace in this world.  

Forgive us when we have lashed out at others because we have not gotten our own way.  

Forgive us when our egos and our image have become more important than your love for all people. 

Holy Spirit, make us humble and help us to put right where we have been wrong. 

  

Gracious God, ignite our cold hearts to have compassion for people who suffer violence, those near to 

us and far away. Let us never be comfortable in this world while violence is a norm. Let us long for and 

work towards a day when all suffering will end and peace will reign.  

  

Almighty God, nothing is impossible for you  

and so we bring before you what seems unlikely in our lifetimes, 

please bring about peace in this world. 

We long for days, weeks, months and years, where there is no violence of any form, 

where people live together in respect, love and tolerance of each other. 

We feel helpless in the face of all this violence and so we turn to you.  

Holy Spirit, in our communities where we live and around the world, 



use us to bring about your peace. 

In Jesus name, we pray, 

Amen.                                                                                            The Rev KS Brown 


