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John 16:33 

33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. 

But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

In the verses before this Jesus has told the disciples that they will face persecution, they will be put out 

of the synagogues and people will kill the disciples in the name of God’s will. He has also told them that 

he will be leaving them and they will mourn him but it will only be for a little while and then their grief 

will turn to joy and then he will leave them to go to be with the Father but he will send the Holy Spirit to 

them. The disciples don’t understand much of what Jesus is saying at the time but later when all these 

things come to true, when they see Jesus die on the cross and when they face persecution themselves, 

I’m sure these words of Jesus come back to them and give them peace. 

As we look at the situation in the world at the moment it seems very unlikely to find any sort of peace. 

In the last number of weeks we have seen a war that none of us imagined would happen in our 

lifetimes. We have seen far too much violence and destruction, so many lives lost and communities 

destroyed. But Jesus’ words still ring true. “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have 

overcome the world.”  This world is a broken place. The war in Ukraine is just one of the conflicts that is 

currently taking place around the world and there are so many other injustices taking place every day. 

We can sink into a well of despair at the depravity of humankind or we can take heart that Jesus has 

overcome this ugliness of humanity and that when he returns he will end all conflict once and for all. 

There will be no more tears or death, no more mother’s mourning their children, no more guns, no 

more tyrants, no more abuse. This gives us hope. This allows us to continue on and to live the way we 

hope to be living in that restored world. May you find peace in Jesus, knowing that he has overcome all 

the ugliness of this world. 

Prayer 

Lord Jesus, we are often just as confused as the disciples. We look at the state of this world and the 

depravity of humankind and we wonder why you would come to save us and yet you did. You came and 

conquered death and every evil power and you reign over them supreme. 

We pray that you will come back swiftly, bring an end to all the suffering, all the pain and all the war that 

we see happening around the world. Come Lord Jesus, come. Take your rightful place and restore this 

world to the way it was before we corrupted and destroyed it. 

Until that day, Holy Spirit guide us in the right paths, give us hope for a better world and help us work 

towards it. Give us the peace that only you can give to keep us going no matter how dark the world may 

look.  

We pray especially for the Ukrainians in these dark days, Lord, give them hope of a better future and a 

way forward. 

In Jesus’ almighty name we pray, 

Amen. 
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