
Discerning Circle: Theme Plenary, Jan 27. 2021

No. Item Speaker

0 Technical Introduction Nathan

1 Convening in Prayer Jennifer

2 Welcoming Lungile

3 Impressions of the Inaugural Session

Video clips covering the spirit and some main points of the session on 

Dec 9

4 Introduction of the Discernment Process

4 (a) Discerning in the confessional tradition of the WCRC Chris

4 (b) Introduction to the Covid-19and Beyond discernment project Hanns

5 Discernment Breakout Groups 1

5 (a) Introduction of Participants

5 (b) Discernment questions:

1. Lift up the points from the Inaugural Session in December that should 

receive particular attention in the ‘Covid-19 and Beyond’ discernment 2. Name the aspects that are still missing in the project.

6 Introduction to the Working Document

Introduction Allan

7 Discernment Breakout Groups 2

Discernment questions:

1. How does violence ‘travel’ in terms of the body, community, and 

creation?2. What forms of injustice impact *you* most?

3. How do you address these forms of injustice in relationship with other 

forms of marginalisation, exclusion and oppression?4. How do you think that this injustice can be disrupted?

8 Short Feedback

1. Crisp response of each group to question no. 3

2. Summary of the contributions to the Facebook streams

9 Invitations to Sharing Sessions 1&2

9 (a) Feb 10: ACRC and Women

9 (b) Feb 24: Europe and RAN

10 Closing Prayer Rathnakara

Total time
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World Communion of Reformed Churches
Called to communion, committed to justice

Structure of the Covid-19 and Beyond Process
The Process ‘What Does God Require of Us? Discerning, Confessing and 
Witnessing in the Times of Covid-19 and Beyond’ consists of four 
discernment circles of four sessions each.
Each circle reflects upon the Covid-19 pandemic and the injustices that 
it exposes from the perspective of one of the four verbs in the context 
of the particular season of the year of the Church.

• Discerning Circle – Advent & Epiphany
• Confessing Circle – Lent & Easter
• Witnessing Circle – Pentecost
• Circle on Being the Church – Ordinary Time
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World Communion of Reformed Churches
Called to communion, committed to justice

Structure of the Covid-19 and Beyond Process

Each of these circles will consist of four sessions:

1. Theme Plenary
2. Two Sharing Sessions
3. Discernment Session
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World Communion of Reformed Churches
Called to communion, committed to justice

Theme Plenaries

• Objective: Theme plenaries address the whole communion and 
provide the space for the analysis of the Covid-19 pandemic and the 
injustices that it exposes from the perspective of one of the four 
verbs in the context of the particular season of the year of the 
Church.

• Method: The discernment reports of the theme plenary will
• summarise the comments from the discussions,
• detect issues of particular urgency
• and identify proposals for the response of the communion to the injustices 

caused, aggravated and exposed by the Covid-19 pandemic.
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World Communion of Reformed Churches
Called to communion, committed to justice

Sharing Sessions

• Objective: The sharing session give space to two groups of the 
communion (regions, focus groups, programme networks) to share 
experiences, analyses, theologies and renewed understandings what 
it means to be the church in times of crisis.

• Method: The discernment reports of the sharing sessions will
• summarise the comments from the discussions,
• detect issues of particular urgency
• and identify proposals for the response of the communion to the injustices 

caused, aggravated and exposed by the Covid-19 pandemic.
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World Communion of Reformed Churches
Called to communion, committed to justice

Discernment Sessions

• Objective: The discerning sessions will name the learnings from the 
contributions in the theme plenaries and sharing sessions and discuss 
how they can be integrated in the overall vision of the WCRC in 
response to the current crises.

• Method: The moderators and scribes of the different sessions form 
the drafting team of the particular circle. They collect the material 
presented in the sessions, produce the draft of the circle report from 
the different sessions and consolidate the proposals.
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World Communion of Reformed Churches
Called to communion, committed to justice

Tasks of the Discernment Group

Core request to each member of the discernment group:
• participating in the inaugural session on Dec 9, 2020;
• participating in the four theme plenaries on Jan 27, Mar 24, Jun 9, Aug 4, 

2021;
• participating in the conference that can hopefully take place on Sep 14-19, 

2021 (travel days included).

Focus request:
• participating in one sharing session (cf. the attached schedule);
• participating in the corresponding discerning session.

 1.1-4(b)_Lessing_Discernment



World Communion of Reformed Churches
Called to communion, committed to justice

Questions for Discernment Breakout 1

1. Introduce yourself to the members of your group
2. Lift up the points from the Inaugural Session in December that 

should receive particular attention in the ‘Covid-19 and Beyond’ 
discernment process

3. Name the aspects that are still missing in the project.
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The working paper of the What does God Require of Us?: COVID 19 and beyond process is 

precisely what the name suggests, a working document, a starting point on the way forward 

to a collective discernment of the World Communion in response to the question posited in 

the theme. The working paper itself identifies three global ‘events’ that were unveiled in 2020 

and made so much more present to us because of the pandemic that ravaged the world. 

These were the global climate emergency, the foregrounding of the ugly face of racism and 

the rising nationalisms and authoritarianisms across the globe and the decaying of Empire 

epitomized in what can be named as “Trumpism”. It further seeks to flesh out the 

interconnections between these particularly in a time of COVID19. 

 

The working paper acknowledged that our “response, therefore, is not simply to a crisis, but 

to the whole complex of crises upon us today. A complex system of dominant and dominating 

power coalescing to what we dare to name as global apartheid. An exclusionary, exploitative 

system of death, a scandalous order of a world fallen among thieves.” In the words of 

Moltmann, it stated that we have what can best be described as a “God-Crisis”. 

 

The working paper is itself fundamentally rooted in the Belhar and Accra Confession. With the 

Belhar confession, it upholds the indivisibility of God’s love, solidarity, justice and inclusion. 

And like Accra, it calls us to see the world ‘through the eyes of the powerless and suffering’. 

Moreover, it calls us into the radical reformed tradition and the radical Calvin suggesting that 

we do not shy away from this deep and fundamental engagement and fall captive to 

compromise and pacification.  

 

The working paper raises the questions of the tensions between the particular and the 

universal, the indivisibility of God and the diversity of human experience, it allows for the 

expression of personal experience but at the same time seeks a unifying discernment and 

seeks to engage with both the liturgical calendar and the Biblical narrative.  

 

The paper emphasizes economic, gender and racial injustice. Still, it should have a more in-

depth analysis of those structures that perpetuate injustice against people with disability and 

the intersectionality between them. It should perhaps engage more robustly with questions 

of violence, militarization, hospitality.  
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Therefore, as we continue working on this paper, we ask that you discuss the following 

questions as you go into discernment groups.  

 

1. How does violence ‘travel’ in terms of the body, community, and creation? 

2. What forms of injustice impact *you* most?  

3. How do you address these forms of injustice in relationship with other forms of 

marginalisation, exclusion and oppression? 

4. How do you think that this injustice can be disrupted? 
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World Communion of Reformed Churches
Called to communion, committed to justice

Questions for Discernment Breakout 2
1. How does violence ‘travel’ in terms of the body, community, and 

creation?
2. What forms of injustice impact *you* most?
3. How do you address these forms of injustice in relationship with 

other forms of marginalisation, exclusion and oppression?
4. How do you think that this injustice can be disrupted?

Please prepare a crisp and sharp response to question no. 3 to be 
presented in the plenary!
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COVID-19 Discernment Jan 27th  
GROUP 1  
Martina Wasserloos – Moderator 
Dianna Wright – Scribe  
 

From Tabe Jennet to Everyone:  10:12 AM 

Dear Dr Lungile it's Jennet. Am having serious difficulties connecting at some points  

From Martina Wasserloos to Everyone:  10:13 AM 

we are missing our scribe 

From Miriam Spies (she/her) to Everyone:  10:13 AM 

I’m sorry friends, I need to get to my class….  Look forward to seeing you again 

 

Name aspects missing from the project –  

TD - No reference to people with disability. further marginalization 

WL-concern for people who are going through deep depression 

 

From Dianna Wright to Everyone:  10:30 AM 

How does violence travel in terms of the body community and creation? 

TD - those with disabilities - at greater risk; resistance to follow general health guidelines for wearing 
mask 

WL- rich alone can afford services; disparities exposed, food insecurities, unjust systems 

JH- violence of privilege and power 

RK - lacking the space, economic and medical means to deal with COVID - human rights violations; 
women and children who pay the heaviest cost 

A - not prepare to handle covid - collapse of health system; struggle with politics of brazil 

 

How do you address these forms of injustice ……? 

From Universidad Maya Kaqchikel to Everyone:  10:31 AM 

hay traducción al catellano aqui, o me toca otro grupo. gracias 
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From  Chris Ferguson  WCRC to Everyone:  10:32 AM 

Raissa esta traduciendo por chat 

cuando quieres hablar puedo traducir 

From Me to Everyone:  10:32 AM 

WL- understand what marginalization is - people who are outside of the power structure 

From  Chris Ferguson  WCRC to Everyone:  10:33 AM 

vitalino da su umero de WhatsApp 

y raissa va enviar la traduccion 

From Raíssa Brasil to Everyone:  10:33 AM 

Aah! que bueno, Chris 

 

From Me to Everyone:  10:36 AM 

RK- trying to work with the people to soften the impact of covid; work on the root causes 

From Wati Longchar to Everyone:  10:36 AM 

Marginalization is deliberate and intentionally created by the people in power, e.g. racism, patriarchy, 
etc. This is injustice. Covid-19 has intensified marginalization of people who are outside of power 
structure. 

From Me to Everyone:  10:41 AM 

violence is an interrelated system 

Maya - empower people so their ways of viewing reality is taken seriously - to talk about it in their own 
terms 

From Raíssa Brasil to Everyone:  10:44 AM 

I believe that one of the ways to tackle this crisis is the fact that in Brazil, this week hundreds of Christian 
religious leaders, evangelical pastors, Roman Catholic priests, representatives of churches and Christian 
organizations filed a petition for an impeachment against President Jair Bolsonaro. Among these leaders 
are members of churches linked to AIPRAL and CMIR (IPI and IPU) 

 

JL - Putting all our gifts and skills to the task  

 

From  Chris Ferguson  WCRC to Everyone:  10:54 AM 

Pierre can you put a summary in Chat 
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From Gerardo Oberman to Everyone:  10:54 AM 

No te oímos, Roberto, ni en español ni en inglés. 

From  Chris Ferguson  WCRC to Everyone:  10:54 AM 

Roberto also 

Thanks to you Lungile..... 

From Pierre Go to Everyone:  10:58 AM 

pIERRE ; i WAS IINFORMED THEREV WAS NO FEED AND THEREFORE NO REPORTING SEND YOUR REPORT 
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Covid 19 and Beyond Process 
 

Theme Plenary, January 27, 2001 
 
Report from Breakout Group 2 
 
Scribe: Margit Ernst-Habib 
 
Phase 1: No time for discussion and answering the question after introductions 
 
Phase 2:  
 
Hewitt: Response to the four questions: those questions have all been asked before. 

Now is the time to concretely deal with evil. Human beings (in power) are 
being “possessed” by evil; we are dealing not only with ordinary issues of 
social injustice, but with the forces of evil/principalities and powers. Our 
stance has to be one of vulnerability and sacrifice. 

 
Onwunta: Particular context of Nigeria is that of economic injustice, in particular that 

of corruption. The poor and vulnerable are always at the receiving end. 
 
Pereira: From a Latin American perspective, Brazil in particular: economic injustice 

and access to information and formation are the two major issues; access to 
health system/basic needs is very limited for the marginalized, and the result 
is immense suffering. Suggestion: silenced voices need to be heard and 
included in a new and different theology; a different theology might bring 
about a different church. 

 
Voteni:  In West Papua the church is loosing about 40% of its income; congreations 

survive by going back to traditional ways of living and farming; human rights 
abuses continue; people live in doubly stressful situation and see no hope for 
living in justice; climate change impacts the sinking islands. 

Cunningham: USA as generator of evil worldwide; critical issue in discussing global 
apartheid everywhere: sexism/gender/women/children/youth discrimination 

 
Coutinho: Covid 19 is our common enemy and seems to be the only problem, but there 

are many more people (especially children) dying from Malaria; live stock is 
dying because of lack of water and people die of hunger because of this; 
interconnected with climate change. (Cunningham: water is a political and 
colonialist issue, for example in Palestine) 

 
Turner: Situation in UK, most Covid 19 deaths, despite being a rich country. 

Government is greedy. Violence travels with powers; violence travels with 
protecting the status quo in order to enable global apartheid. 

 
Pasquet: Violence travels through sexual discrimination; all communities want to 

exclude groups of people. The biggest problem is greed; and there may be no 
way to disrupt injustices completely, only moderate them. Using Calvin, we 
should think of private enterprises serving all people. Helpful biblical 
perspective could be Matthew 4. 
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Kassab:  The problem with injustice is raising money above human beings. With 
respect to Covid 19 and vaccinations: we don’t have time since people are 
dying in great numbers; the churches have to gather their strength, trying to 
create an impact by making it possible that vaccines are provided to 
everybody fast. We need to rescue people from death. 
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Group 3 Scribe Notes — 27 January, 2021 
 

First session — Introductions and Impressions 
 
Dario — Uruguay, Waldensian, GS of Aipral 
 Urgency: Empire—don’t forget Chinese empire—include something on that 
 
Lisa — RCA, US, VP of WCRC 
 voices of disabled, ACCRA & Belhar; US’s problematic role in so much 
 
Catherine — Swiss Reformed Church 
 a lot of insider language: “revolution” (within the working paper) can be misunderstood;  
  need to add the word “love” as a continuation of our Reformed tradition 
 
Lungile — GS of Uniting Pres. Church in SA, moderator of the group  
 issues of Ubundu: community needs central place 
 
Hanns — WCRC, Germany, lived half life in SA 
 what it means to take the perspective of the margins is significant in this process;  
  agency question in this context 
 
Peter — CWM, UK 
 COVID renewing interest in how systems work — white complacency is being   
  highlighted 
 
Boesak — Captetown, Pretoria University, connected with WARC since 1982 
 Chinese issue; need to explain/unpack “revolution”; shattering of white complacency 
 exclusions group: bring all into the whole, including disabled 
 
Chin-Siong NEAC 
 ideas shared have impacted him positively 
 
Rathnakara — South Asia (Mangalu, S. India), past GS, theology & communion reference group 
 keep focus on issues from the eyes of powerless 
 
Veronica — elder for a cell group meeting and has to leave — Kenya 
 highlight 1) taking advantage of the vulnerable, where children not attending school and 
 many girls were raped, teenage pregnancies, no question of who impregnated; COVID  
  has really exacerbated those who are most vulnerable; 2) question of economic  
   injustice: companies using COVID to justify laying off staff 
 
Gerardo — Latin America 
 It’s good for LA to deepen concept of global apartheid, since hasn’t been widely used; 
 also, “common good” concept well-known in indigenous community is instructive for us 
 
Yvette — Cayman, Deputy Secretary of UCIJC, former WCRC VP 
 1) Mental health issues & role of church in supporting people impacted by COVID 
 2) Theological interpretations around COVID & vaccine and its impact on faith in terms  
  of interpreting COVID for people who aren’t theologians 
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2nd session: 30 minutes: Questions for Discernment 
 
Al Boesak: —we have raised questions in the paper he wrote about global apartheid 

1) Have not addressed Q of violence in all its forms — how violence travels in time of 
pandemic, with a helplessness that goes with it. (like suspicion of person putting us at 
harm) Also we inflict violence toward others 
2) violence as neglect: i.e. malaria is returning. COVID is taking up the econ. resources 
and it isn’t going to other things.  
3) gender violence, Mental health consequences because of COVID pressures.  
4) Theological concerns:What is church doing and not doing. Charismatic churches 
taking government to court because of restrictions. All sorts of things 
 

Dario — Using scripture to further violence  
Genesis 1:27 “subdue” the earth. Violence against nature and women. Social 
implications in NT Scripture used to justify violence. Right to subdue someone else. 
Hierarchical understanding. 
 

Catherine — in Europe are looking for easy solutions, safety net  
Susceptible to conspiracy theories and weird theologies. Is vaccine good, is wearing a 
mask curtailing freedom? 

 
Peter — food poverty, missing meals in UK. Potential to expose white complacency.  

People who don’t think justice is a motive for bringing change.  
How has church overpromised/ missed the mark on widespread disillusionment.  

 
Lungile — how violence travels.  

Traditional structures: the haves have more, the not haves have even less.  
Mind games that government is trying to gain sympathy while they are not doing 
anything.  
Corruption siphoning resources. Undermining of knowledge systems and 
epistemologies. Violence that we can’t promote our knowledge systems, and even the 
church is allowing this violence without thinking about it critically. Need to come up with 
how we address this. 

 
Rathnakara — Violence travels, and COVID has helped this to do it even more.  

Farmers crisis: are being driven to suicide. Allows country to buy farm lands, but now 
companies are allowed to do it. Had been a peaceful process, but now is becoming 
violent with tractors coming in. Poverty grown 35% with farm loss, excluding powerless 
and marginalized — also affecting mental health.  
Vulnerable planet and people are under attack. 

 
Lisa — US is full of violence  
 
Summary:  

Intersectionality—many discriminated against groups are being exacerbated during 
COVid 
Violence from COVID—like schools not meeting and girls becoming pregnant  
Food insecurity 
Violence exacerbated through misuse of Scripture 
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Looking for easy answers 
Mental health issues 
Corruption siphoning resources 
COVID is highlighting white complacency 
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Dear Chris and Allan, 
 
Thank you for offering a platform through which a wider group of people can participate in the 
current processes of discernment. I was one of many who followed the discussion yesterday through 
social media.  
 
Amongst other things your terms “global apartheid”, “processus confessionis”, the intention to “find 
ways to join the revolution” and listening to the voice of a Palestinian who spoke from the heart of a 
struggle that reflects the dynamics of so many other injustices, struck me. Thank you!  
 
Some questions and thoughts from my side: 
 

1. In my experience most people do not see the meta-dynamics between the struggles of our 
time, and between current and former struggles.  

2. Is there a need to unpack the specifics of such meta-dynamics in the contexts of particular 
struggles to help people to see the broad patterns? And to avoid double standards and 
counter arguments in the form of simplistic comparisons and analogies that discredit the 
intersectionality between, for example, the contexts of Palestine-Israel, Nazism and South 
African apartheid?  

3. Is Global Apartheid a new phenomenon? Whether yes or now – why so?  
4. How do we connect “Global Apartheid” to the definition of “apartheid” in international law? 

Or should we challenge that definition?  
5. We are challenged to transform our language, our approach, our structures and everything 

else in a revolutionary process.    
6. Your process of involving a wider group of people is an important step towards harnessing 

the pent-up energy and talents amongst those of us who live and work outside the big halls 
of institutions. 

7. If we cannot address and contribute to a satisfactory resolve of the Palestinian struggle we 
(and our world) will remain in a deadlock.   

8. Yesterday’s discussion reminded me of a statement from 2015 by delegates from 16 
countries on the 30th anniversary of the 1985 South African Kairos document. The aim of 
the conference (Dangerous Memories) was to ask, and to reflect on, what the memory of 
the 1985 South African Kairos appeal means today. Allan – you too were part of writing the 
following: 

 
[…] The empire we face is not restricted by geography, tribe, language or 

economy. Empire is an ideology of domination and subjugation, fueled by 

violence, fed by fear and deception. It manifests itself especially in racial, 

economic, cultural, patriarchal, sexual, and ecological oppression. Empire 

deceptively informs dominant, White supremacist, capitalist paradigms 

controlling global systems and structures. Global empire is sustained by weapons 

and military bases (hardware) along with ideologies and theologies (software).  

We rejoice that resistance against empire is manifested in a plurality of struggles 

throughout the world. Struggles against ecological injustice, gender injustice and 

patriarchy, landlessness, abuse of people on the move, refugee vulnerability, 

political and religious persecution, social exclusion, denial of indigenous rights, 

neglecting children’s rights, harm to LGBTI persons, access for the differently 

abled, and racial supremacism represent only a portion of the struggles against 

empire. Since 1985, Kairos documents have expressed resistance to these and 

other realities in Central America, Europe, Malawi, India, Kenya, Zimbabwe, 
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and Palestine. … In this conference, we were pleased to receive new Kairos 

documents from siblings in Swaziland, Nigeria, and the United States. The 

memory of unjust suffering in all contexts is dangerous to the purposes of empire.  

In our listening to one another, we found that the context of suffering and pain 

created by Israel’s oppression of Palestine contains all aspects of empire. 

Palestine is therefore a microcosm of global empire, a critical site of reflection 

that can bring experiences in other locales into sharper focus. Palestine does not 

eclipse other situations around the globe but instead intensifies the need for 

greater interconnection and mutual engagement.  

 

With warm greetings, 

 

Marthie 

 
 

 
 
Dear Marthie, 
 
Thanks so much for your participation in the discussion and for your response. I find it very helpful 
indeed. In fact I have saved it for further reflection. Some of what you say e.g. on global apartheid 
has been explained in a previous paper. The term global apartheid was first used, I believe, and 
accordi  ng to Patric Bond, by Thabo Mbeki in 2008. I have explored the term in my "Kairos, Crisis 
and Global Apartheid" (2015) and revisited it in a paper for the WCRC which I will share wirh you. In 
the GEM School paper I have been asked to speak again on global apartheid, and the ten theses I 
have developed dealing with the churches and covid. That is the broader context in which  you 
must understand our Wednesday discussion.  
 
On the question of the connectivity of our struggles. It has been a concern of mine for some time, 
and I have written extensively on that topic in "Pharaohs on Both Sides of the Blood-red Waters." If 
you can get a hold of that book, I don't have to explain anything here at this point. In  this book I also 
develop my understanding of "revolution" - a question that the woman from Switzerland (Catherine, 
I think) raised. It constantly strikes me how what has been at the heart of the discussions of people 
of the Third World for years, at this late point still strike Europeans in their comfortable bubbles as 
"insider" talk.  
 
But thank you for your response on this. Ek waardeer jou meelewing geweldig! I hope we will have a 
chance to have further discussions on this and other matters. 
 
Thanks and blessings 
Allan 
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