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12th June 2020 
 
TO THE UPCSA FAMILY 
 
UPCSA MESSAGE ON FEMICIDE AND GENDER BASED VIOLENCE: JUNE 2020 
 

When justice is done, it brings joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers. (Proverbs 21: 15 NIV) 
 
We, in the Uniting Presbyterian Church in Southern Africa (UPCSA), are appalled by the persistent 
abhorrent acts of femicide and gender-based violence, where most of the victims are women and 
children. We promote the sacrosanctity of life and espouse life affirming theologies and practices. In the 
spirit of Accra Confession: 

We reject any form of injustice which destroys right relations—gender, race, class, disability, or caste. We 
reject any theology which affirms that human interests dominate nature. (Accra Confession 2004: 7) 

 
In the same spirit in which we condemned the death of black people in the hands of security forces, we 
detest the senseless killing of women and the continuing gender-based violence. In the recent 
occurrences, as reported in the news in South Africa, two young women became casualties of femicide 
and gender-based violence.  
 

1. Naledi Phangindawo, a 26 years old entrepreneur and a mother of three children was killed while 
attending a cultural function in KwaNonqaba, Mossel Bay on Saturday 6 June 2020.  

2. Tshegofatso Pule, a 28 years old woman who was eight months pregnant when she was 
murdered, was buried on Thursday, 11th June 2020, after she was found stabbed and hanged from 
a tree in a veld in Roodepoort on Monday, 8th June 2020.    

 
These are reported gender-based violence cases, which ended in death. There could be many that are not 
reported. We pray that justice will be done. We, also, implore Presbyteries, Congregations, Fellowships, 
and all to act against gender-based violence and to empower all to stand against it. We have been warned 
that acts of gender-based violence would be escalated, during the lockdown period. Let us have pastoral 
plans to address such challenges. In the covering letter to the Accra Confession (2004: 2), it is stated: 

 
God’s mission involves your congregation and each of ours in fresh and challenging ways today. How can 
we share the message and liberating love of Christ’s life in those places where suffering and death seem to 
reign? 

 
Let us affirm life; it is sacrosanct. Let us work to end femicide and gender-based violence. We reiterate 
the call for the establishment of Gender Desks to address and combat such manifestations.  
 
Yours in Christ.          

  
Lungile Mpetsheni 
GENERAL SECRETARY 
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