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16th April 2020 
 

Let’s Journey Together (LJT)  (2/2020) 

 
TO ALL IN THE UPCSA 
 
Dear Fellow Presbyterians, 

Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. 
There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.” …Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my 
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” (NIV Matthew 28:7-10) 

I commence this brief by restating my faith: I believe in the resurrection of the body. This is evoked by the 
spirit of Easter, full of hope that there is life after death. It comes at a time when all of humanity is held 
captive by the merciless coronavirus disease of 2019, commonly known as COVID-19.  
 
We have all gone through the very unusual Good Friday/Easter time. By the grace of God, we survived. 
We are very grateful to the Moderator of the General Assembly, all the ministers and preachers who kept 
all of us nourished, spiritually and balanced, emotionally over the period, through the shared messages, 
sermons and prayers. We also commend all the Presbyterians for responding to the calls to refrain from 
holding gatherings and services over the period. It has been observed that all the UPCSA congregations 
supported the calls fully. Funeral services are still very difficult to control, especially in the rural areas. 
Ministers are, however, encouraged to exercise their pastoral role and sensitise people about safety.  
 
Jesus Christ is risen indeed. According to the passage above, the risen Jesus is not confined to one place. 
The angel and, later, Jesus himself told the two women to go and tell the disciples that he has moved. 
This calls on us to be a moving church.  The risen Jesus moves ahead of us. This calls on us to keep on 
following Jesus Christ. He is always ahead of us. We need to work together and keep up with him. In this 
case, Jesus had moved to Galilee, where the disciples would see him. Jesus always operated in space and 
time. Galilee was the province wherein Jesus performed much of his ministry. It is said this is where he 
referred to nineteen of his thirty-two parables and performed twenty-five of his thirty-three miracles.   
 
In my rural village of Xolobe, Tsomo Eastern Cape, there used to be a special service held for a bereaved 
family, few days after the funeral service. These days, a word is said at the end of the service, before the 
procession to the grave. The service is called – isikhupho, from the word ukukhupha (to take out). It was a 
practice that the bereaved family should be taken out of the mourning period to go to their various places 
of work and residence and to continue with their regular operations. Jesus presented a special message of 
taking his disciples out of the painful situation they found themselves in in Jerusalem. At the end of the 
Passover proceedings, people would move from Jerusalem to their respective places. The disciples, being 
the Galileans, and all the Galileans who followed Jesus, would leave Jerusalem in shame as one of them, 
their leader had been crucified and buried in Jerusalem. They would be castigated and scoffed from all 
corners. When the angel and Jesus sent a message to the disciples, it was a way of saying, they should 
move from the point of shame and proceed to their homeland where subsequent activities would take 
place. 

mailto:gensec@presbyterian.org.za


Tiyo Soga House    PBO 18/11/13/1612 

Plot 18 Dann Road, Glen Marais, Kempton Park 1619 Moderator: Rt Rev Dr PD Langerman BCom, LLB, BTh, MTH, DMin 

PO Box 12355, Aston Manor, 1630   General Secretary: The Rev L Mpetsheni PGDSS MTh  

Tel: +27 11 727 3500         Clerk of Assembly: The Rev WV Mkhungo DipTh 

Email:  gensec@presbyterian.org.za   General Treasurer: Mr R Johnson MCom (UP) MIRMSA 

 

 

 
Fellow Presbyterians: Let us move from the place(s) that will always remind us of pain and suffering and 
be ready to meet Jesus Christ wherever he calls us.  Let us be ready to venture into new areas of life and 
new ministries, as Jesus would command us to do. 
 
The outbreak of COVID-19 has brought many challenges and opportunities to the societies and to the 
church. The gap between the rich and the poor has become so starkly manifest. The misery of the 
impoverished has worsened. We appreciate all the efforts by individuals, groups, institutions, 
governments and NGOs to ameliorate the plight of the poor. In the spirit of isikhupho, I call upon all the 
Presbyterians to move out of the pain, shame and anxiety that have been brought up by this disease and 
other situations that have existed pre-COVID-19. Let us work together for ways out. In the General 
Secretary’s report to the 2020 General Assembly, there is a proposal that the General Assembly should 
sanction a study of how to be and to do church during and after COVID-19. Christians, in every space and 
corner, should start to reflect meaningfully and analyse the new opportunities and challenges. One thing 
sure, life may never be the same after the developments. We, therefore, need to move abreast of the 
developments and determine ways forward. We will appreciate all the findings from the analyses that will 
be conducted at every level.  
 
It is important that we should be advanced in terms of planning. In the LJT 1/2020, a word was said about 
the need for all of us to prioritise planning, implementation, monitoring, evaluation and reporting. In the 
spirit of isikhupho, I reiterate this call. We need to promote cohesion and synchronisation in the life and 
work of the UPCSA. I request, humbly, every Congregation, Presbytery and Fellowship to have medium 
(minimum of three years) to long term plans on how each of those structures will support the vision and 
mission of the UPCSA and contribute to the operationalisation of the UPCSA Strategic Plan. Presbyteries 
should have plans for the Congregations and the Fellowships at Presbytery level, and the Central Office 
should have the plans for all the Presbyteries and the Fellowships at denominational level. Through that 
action, we shall be able to harmonise our life and work and strive “to be a reconciled community of 
Christians exercising a prophetic witness to Christ”.  Part of our planning should include how each of the 
structures already mentioned intends to pursue the four cardinal points. 
  
The other elements that were discussed in the LJT 1/2020 are still applicable. Please refer to that 
communiqué. 
 
We have been inundated with calls on the status of the 2020 General Assembly. Indeed, many 
organisations postponed and/or cancelled their meetings that were scheduled for up to June, due to the 
uncertainty of the situation, arising from COVID-19. The leadership of the UPCSA are following the trends 
and will announce in the early days of May 2020 on the position of the 2020 General Assembly. We invite 
your prayers for proper discernment to take place.   
 

Let’s Journey Together “To be a reconciled community of Christians exercising a prophetic 

witness to Christ”.  We are building a community and we are A People’s Church. Take care of the 
impoverished, the marginalised and the neglected. Jesus is risen indeed. He has moved ahead of us and 
we will see him in Galilee.  
 
Yours in Christ.  

 
Lungile Mpetsheni 
GENERAL SECRETARY 
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