
 

 

 

 
Tiyo Soga House   PBO 18/11/13/1612 

Plot 18 Dann Rd, Glen Marais, 1619 Moderator: Rt Rev Dr P Langerman  BCom LLB BTh MTh DMin 

PO Box 12355, Aston Manor, 1630 General Secretary: The Rev L Mpetsheni PGDSS MTh  

Tel: +27 11 727 3500       Clerk of Assembly: The Rev WV Mkhungo DipTh 

Email:  gensec@presbyterian.org.za General Treasurer: Mr R Johnson MCom (UP) MIRMSA 

  
 

 

 

 

  
 

Monday, 16 March 2020 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

In the light of the South African State President’s address to the nation last night and the 

unprecedented appeal to broader society to help contain the spread of the Corona Virus, 

COVID-19, it is time for us as Church to consider what we might do to play our part.  

 

Many of our congregations consist of the most vulnerable persons who, if infected, would 

most certainly find themselves in mortal danger. In addition, we are aware that many of our 

communities consist of people who do not have access to running water and, consequently, 

find it almost impossible to comply with even the most basic hygiene precautions like 

washing hands regularly. Further, we are aware that many of our members live in 

communities where social distancing is almost impossible and who are compelled to travel on 

overcrowded public transport, where they are in very close contact with others who might be 

infected.  

 

In the light of this, please consider the following: 

 

1.  Pastoral care workers washing their hands before and after pastoral visits in homes or 

 hospitals. 

2.  Where possible, for pastoral care workers to limit their contact with vulnerable 

persons, replacing face-to-face visits with telephone calls or cell phone messages. 

3.  Reminding parishioners who are ill to remain at home and request home communion 

 or a pastoral visit where a personal pastoral visit is required. 

4.  Limiting contact in worship services – no contact in greeting, no contact when passing 

 the peace and no contact at the end of the service. 

5.  Encouraging parishioners to sit at least a metre apart from one another in worship. 

6.  Limiting contact with the offering bag / bowl / plate – possible leaving it at the door 

 for people to put into as they enter or leave the service. 

7.  Making sure that you use communion glasses in place of the common cup at 

 communion. 

8.  Ensuring that the persons who prepare the bread and cup exercise proper sanitation. 

9.  Ensure that those who distribute the elements wear gloves and hand the elements to 

 communicants rather than inviting the communicants to take themselves. 

10.  Do away with communal towels in your bathrooms and replace them with disposable 

 paper towels. 

11.  Do not serve refreshments after the service, and, if people do want to socialize after 

 the service, encourage them to do so in the open air rather than in an enclosed space. 

 

In view of the president’s proclamation that social gatherings of more than 100 person are 

prohibited, those congregations with an attendance of greater than 100 would have to make 

alternative arrangements: 
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1.  Consider splitting up services so that there are multiple services with smaller 

 congregations. 

2.  Encourage people to meet in small groups / district groups on a Sunday morning. 

3.  Encourage people in old age homes and care facilities to meet for worship in those 

 facilities. 

 

I will be exploring the possibility of making available, for each week that this crisis continues, 

a video for those who want to make use of it. I will explore two options: 

 

1.  A full service, with hymns and worship songs that will go out on Facebook and 

 YouTube for those who would like to use it and 

2.  A shorter version, with just a sermon for those who want to do their own worship 

 service in whatever format but would like to have the sermon. 

 

These will be available on the Friday of each week for use in the up-coming Sunday and I will 

probably use the lectionary texts. The first will be available on Friday 20th March and I will 

announce the links where you will be able access it in due course.  

 

We will have to asses, on our congregations, what to do if this crisis persists through the Holy 

Week and Easter season and how we celebrate resurrection if we cannot gather with one 

another.    

 

I would like to request that our brothers and sisters in Zimbabwe and Zambia to keep us in 

South Africa in their prayers as we face this health crisis and that you also remain vigilant 

against this disease in your own countries.   

 

In the meantime, please observe the following: 

1.  Wash your hands frequently with soap and water or hand sanitizers for at least 20 

 seconds.   

2.  Cover your nose and mouth when coughing and sneezing with tissue or flexed elbow. 

3.  Avoid close contact with anyone with cold or flu-like symptoms. 

 

If you have thoughts or suggestions, please feel free to direct those to myself or to the staff 

in Tiyo Soga house and we will pick up on those together. 

 

I would like to close by quoting President Ramaphosa:  

 
Fellow [Presbyterians], this is the most definitive Thuma Mina moment for our country. 
I have great trust that our people will respond positively to this call to common action. 
Fellow [Presbyterians], this epidemic will pass. 
But it is up to us to determine how long it will last, how damaging it will be, and how long it will 
take our economy and our country to recover. 
It is true that we are facing a grave emergency. 
But if we act together, if we act now, and if we act decisively, we will overcome it. 

  

 

Regards 

 
Peter 
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