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24th November 2019 
 
TO ALL IN THE UPCSA 
 
Re: 16 DAYS OF ACTIVISM AGAINST VIOLENCE ON WOMEN AND CHILDREN  

 
Monday, the 25th November marks the beginning of the 16 days of activism against violence on women 
and children, until the 10th December every year. This is a period to raise awareness about the scourge of 
violence, which has become so rampant in our societies. It would be very effective if all of us could devote 
every day of the year on this, as we adopt it as a lifestyle, as an attitude and as a matter of faith. God calls 
and sends us to God’s mission every day of our lives. The Reformed Christians who met in Accra in 2004 
made the following observations, among others: 
 

God’s mission involves your congregation and each of ours in fresh and challenging ways today. How can 
we share the message and liberating love of Christ’s life in those places where suffering and death seem to 
reign? This much we discovered for certain in Accra: more than ever, faithful mission today requires our 
connection – really it demands bonds of belonging – between one another as churches. The challenges we 
now face in proclaiming the Good News will simply overwhelm us if we confront them as individual 
churches alone. (Accra Confession 2004:2) 
  
But we discovered one more truth in Accra that we want to share. If confessing what we believe as 
Christians requires our spiritual and practical resistance to economic injustice as well as environmental 
destruction, then we need new depths of spirituality. This isn’t mere political activism; we’re being called to 
a spiritual engagement against evil, and for that we need our lives to be deeply rooted in the power of 
God’s Spirit. To put it simply, we need, as never before, the transformation of our lives promised through 
Jesus Christ. (Accra Confession 2004:3) 

 
The realities that were experienced and expressed in 2004 remain in our time. Indeed, “we need new 
depths of spirituality” and “we are being called to a spiritual engagement against evil”. The evil that we 
face today continues to feed on and to exacerbate the sufferings of women and children. This is real in 
families, societies, places of work, business and, most dishearteningly, in churches. It has become 
common to break the bodies of women and children. Those who are powerful continue to dominate 
those who have less power.  
 
The UPCSA has taken a resolve to be a reconciled community. This requires us to work on our spirituality. 
We need to promote life affirming habits and practices against those that are threatening life. We should 
have the mindset that was in Christ Jesus and express the kenotic love that Jesus Christ expressed by 
emptying himself for all of creation (Philippians 2). The mission statement of the UPCSA reads: 
 

We will proclaim our Triune God in Southern Africa through 

 Bearing witness to the saving love of Jesus Christ; 

 Building vital, reforming congregations for worship, ministry and discipleship; and  

 Visibly proclaiming the Kingdom of God through unity, justice, peace and love. 
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We invite all the congregations and members of the UPCSA to embark on an exercise to put this mission 
statement in practice. We encourage all the congregations to have Gender Desks and Youth Desks that 
will look at the issues of gender-based violence, among others. Every woman and every child are created 
in the image of God. Let us help build communities of peace and justice where people are treated/treat 
each other with respect. Let us join the efforts to curb the scourge of violence. Let us “be deeply rooted in 
the power of God’s Spirit” and allow our lives to be transformed “through Jesus Christ”.  
 
Let us work “To be a reconciled community of Christians exercising a prophetic witness to Christ”.  We 
are building a community and we are A People’s Church. 
 
Yours in Christ.  

 
Lungile Mpetsheni 
GENERAL SECRETARY 


