[bookmark: _GoBack]ORDER FOR THE PUBLIC PROFESSION OF FAITH AND REAFFIRMATION OF THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT (“CONFIRMATION”1)
See the “Directions for the Administration of Baptism and for Public Confession of Faith ('Confirmation')”.
The service begins with the Order before Holy Communion.
Lections may be chosen from those listed in the Order for Baptism.
A sermon appropriate to the occasion is preached.
The Order below follows the sermon.
Any person besides the Minister who has instructed, or helped to instruct, the candidates should take part, at least by saying the words assigned below to the Session Clerk.
The parts in brackets are optional.
Prologue
This is an important day in the lives of [number] (young) people
who are going to step forward in a moment.
What will it mean for them?
God made a covenant with people, declaring,
“I will be your God and you shall be my people.”
Jesus sealed that covenant with his blood.
The parents of these (young) people brought them as children
to be baptized into the covenant and that people.
Professing their own faith, they promised to nurture their children
in the way of the Lord.
The children were then baptized in the name
of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
and the Church prayed that they would receive the gift of the Spirit.
They have since been taught what it means to believe
and the Spirit has brought them to put their trust in Christ.
So today they come to reaffirm the covenant of their baptism
by confessing their own commitment to Christ as Lord.
We for our part will reaffirm them
as fellow members of God's people, of Christ’s Church
and pray for the Spirit to fill them
and equip them to serve the Lord and witness to him faithfully.
So now, as (the Session Clerk) reads each name,
will that person please stand and come forward to the font….
Each person so named comes forward to stand at the font.
The Minister may then say,
I call on all the parents of these young people.
When you brought your children to be baptized,
you promised to bring them up in the way of the Lord.
Do you recognize that the time has now come
for them to be responsible for their own walk with God
and to follow Christ in whatever way he calls them to serve him?
If so, will you, the parents, please stand.
Prayer
Let us all stand.
Let us pray.
O God, we thank you that your Son Jesus Christ,
sealed your covenant of grace with us
and that your Holy Spirit has written it upon our hearts.
Help each of these (young) people standing here before us
now to witness humbly, sincerely and gladly to their faith in you
and their commitment to you.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Vow
The congregation sits. If the candidates have learned the words by heart beforehand, the Minister may say:
As you stand before God, I call on you all
to confess the faith into which you were baptized.
The candidates then say audibly and at deliberate pace, either individually or together,
I put my trust in Jesus Christ as my Lord and Saviour,
in God as my Father
and in the Holy Spirit as my Helper and Guide.
Alternatively, the Minister recites the vow as a question, and the candidates respond individually, as each is named:
As you stand before God, I ask each of you now
to confess the faith into which you were baptized.
Do you put your trust in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour,
in God as your Father and in the Holy Spirit as your Helper and Guide?
I do.
Let us now all stand and join with these (young) people in together
all confessing our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
The congregation stands and all say the Creed together.
Testimony
One or two or more of those taking the vows may bear brief personal testimony to God’s work of grace in their lives.
The congregation sits for this.
Hymn to the Holy Spirit
Blessing
The congregation remains standing.
All who have come forward, please kneel.
The Minister lays hands on each person with the words,
[Name], may God enable you to live in the power of the Holy Spirit
who was promised to you in and through your baptism
and keep you always faithful to Christ.
or
[Name], may God by the power of the Holy Spirit
who was promised to you in and through your baptism
keep you always faithful to Christ.2
The congregation then sings the Aaronic blessing, or says together:
The LORD bless you and guard you;
the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you;
the LORD look kindly on you and give you peace.	Num. 6:24-26 REB
All those kneeling stand.
The Minister says:
Through your baptism and your faith in Jesus Christ
God has washed away all your sins,
stripped off your old self with its behaviour
and given you a new self in Jesus Christ.
He has made you one with his chosen people.
Among them there is no Jew or Gentile, no white or black,
no servant or master, no male or female; for Christ is all and in all.	Gal. 3:28, Col. 3:11
By your baptism God has also ordained you each
to take your part in his mission to the world
in accordance with Jesus’ words:
You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,
in all Judaea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth	Ac. 1:8
Promises
The candidates say together:
In dependence on God's help I turn away from sin and evil
to serve and witness to Jesus Christ as Lord,
seeking his righteousness in my own life
and his justice and compassion in the world.
I commit myself to be a faithful member of the family of God,
to join in its worship and fellowship, 
to be diligent in reading Scripture and in prayer,	Cf. Ac. 2:42
and to care for the poor.
Alternatively the Minister addresses those who have professed their faith.
In dependence on God's help do you turn away from sin and evil
to serve and witness to Jesus Christ as Lord,
seeking his righteousness in your own life
and his justice and compassion in the world?
Do you commit yourself to be a faithful member of the family of God,
to join in its worship and fellowship,
to be diligent in reading Scripture and in prayer	Cf. Ac. 2:42
and to care for the poor?
I do.
The Minister then says:
May the Holy Spirit fill you with gratitude
for all that God has done for you
and help you keep the solemn promises you have made today.
Question to the Congregation
I now address all the members of this congregation.
As these (young) men and women have reaffirmed
the covenant God made with them in their baptism,
do you reaffirm them as fellow members and witnesses
with you in the worship and mission of the Church
and will you as a congregation love and support them in this?
We welcome you with joy and thanksgiving
to share with us in Christ's ministry to the world,
for in him we are all one.
Alternatively the Minister calls the members of the congregation to signify their welcome by standing, and after a pause asks all others present to stand.
Prayer
The congregations stands.
Let us pray.
O God of love and grace,
we thank you for your work of grace in all our lives,
that by water and the Spirit you
cleanse us from our sins and give us new birth.
We thank you for every one of these brothers and sisters
who has today witnessed to the faith they have in you
and so affirmed the covenant of baptism.
The congregation says together:
We pray for them that they may daily increase in your Holy Spirit,
be rooted in the fellowship of your Church
and have life abundant.
We know your gifts are many, O Lord:
make known to them the particular service
to which you call each person
and equip them for that service.
Help them to share the gospel of Christ with others
and to seek his justice and peace in the world.
Keep them faithful to you all their lives,
until at last they take their places in your eternal Kingdom.
And grant to the rest of us a new resolve
to follow you faithfully wherever you lead us, O God,
in the power, love and joy of your Holy Spirit,
to your honour and glory,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The congregation sits.
Right Hand of Fellowship
The Minister addresses those who have confirmed their baptism:
(The Elders and) I now give you the right hand of fellowship
in recognition of you as brothers and sisters in Christ
and of our common calling
to witness to him and work for him in the world.
We also invite the rest of the congregation to do the same
after the service.
The Minister (and Elders) give the right hand of fellowship to each candidate.
An anthem may be sung while this takes place.
Declaration of Rights and Responsibilities
The Minister then addresses the candidates:
Your names are now included on the Roll of adult members
of this congregation.
Enter fully, then, into the worship, life and ministry of the Church,
and exercise your privileges and responsibilities in it.
(The Session Clerk) may hand each candidate a confirmation certificate and/or a memento from the congregation.
Hymn
The Minister announces a hymn of commitment.
The candidates take their seats in the front row(s) of the church.
Holy Communion
The service proceeds with Holy Communion.
The Minister serves the bread and wine to the candidates.
After the benediction and commission they proceed with the Minister to the front door and stand there with the Minister.
As the congregation leaves the church, they give those who have professed their faith the right hand of fellowship.
Endnotes to the Order:
1 Scripture provides no basis for viewing confirmation as a sacrament, so that it is incorrect to speak of being confirmed. (See the PCSA Papers for General Assembly 1990, p.32-43.) But the name “confirmation” persists.
2 As baptism, not “confirmation”, is the sacrament by which Christ imparts the Spirit to faith, the blessing should not purport to be an actual sacramental imparting of the Spirit or the fullness or power of the Spirit.

