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7.7.2
Unveiling of Gravestone/Scattering of Ashes

ORDER FOR THE UNVEILING AND DEDICATION OF A GRAVESTONE 
OR THE INTERMENT OR SCATTERING OF ASHES
If a gravestone is to be dedicated, it is covered with a suitable cloth beforehand. The people may assemble at the main gateway of the cemetery and process together to the grave singing hymns or songs.

GOD’S CALL

Call to Worship

The people assemble at the foot of the grave facing the gravestone or wherever the ashes are to be scattered.

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!

In his great mercy, 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

he has given us new birth into a living hope 

and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade away—

an inheritance kept in heaven for you who through faith 

are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation 

that is ready to be revealed in the end time.
1 Pet.1:3-5
Or

I heard what seemed to be the sound of a great multitude,
like the sound of many waters 

and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, 

crying out, ‘Hallelujah!

For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns.

Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory.’
Rev.19:6f.
Greeting and Welcome

The Lord is risen!

The Lord is risen indeed!
Lk.24:34
The minister greets all present and says:

Welcome to this service of worship 

in which we shall dedicate this gravestone 
to the memory of … [full name], 

whom we have commended and committed to God.

Or

Welcome to this service of worship 

in which we shall inter/scatter the ashes of … [full name], 

whom we have commended and committed to God.

THE PEOPLE’S APPROACH

Hymn of Praise

Prayer of Praise

Let us pray.

Almighty Creator, Father of all mercies and God of all comfort,

we worship and praise you 

for raising our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead, 

and so dispersing the pall of darkness that hung over the world.

We praise you that you have promised

that by baptism into his death and resurrection,

and through faith in him,

we may share in his great victory over sin and death.

We praise you that you are a faithful God 

whose promise embraces all who through your Holy Spirit 

turn and put their trust in Jesus.

All glory be to you, O God,

through Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord.

Amen.

Or

Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.

Before the mountains were brought forth

or ever you had formed the earth and the world,

from everlasting to everlasting, you are God.
Ps.90:1f.
We praise you, Father in heaven, 

for overcoming the power of death

through your mighty act in raising Jesus Christ from the dead

and so opening your kingdom to all who put their faith in him.

We praise you also that you send your Holy Spirit

to bring light to us in our darkness 

and to comfort those who mourn

with the knowledge of your love and grace.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

GOD’S WORD

Prayer for Illumination

Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You alone have the words of eternal life.
Jn.6:68
Therefore we turn to you at this hour.

In the power of your Spirit speak to us, we pray; 

make the words that are now to be read (and spoken) to us

your living Word for us.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Scripture Readings

One or two lessons should be read. Possible lessons are:

Gen.23:1-4,17-20
Rom.8:31-39
Mk.15:42-47

Gen.28:10-22 
1 Cor.15:1-8,12-20
Mk.16:1-8

Gen.36:16-20 
1 Cor.15:19-26 
Jn.11:25-26

2 Ki. 23:16-18
1 Cor.15:35-44
Jn.14:1-6,27

Ps.23:1-6
2 Cor.4:16-21

Ps.39:4-7,12f. 
1 Thess.4:13-18

1 Pet.3:3-9 

The lessons may conclude with the words:

Thanks be to God for his holy and life-giving Word.

Sermon
A brief sermon focusing on the resurrection and/or the communion of saints and including appreciation of the life of the person being commemorated may follow.

THE PEOPLE’S RESPONSE

Unveiling of the Gravestone

If a gravestone is to be unveiled, a member of the family unveils it as the minister says:

In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 

we unveil this gravestone 

and dedicate it to the glory of God 

and the memory of (our brother/sister) … [full name].

The congregation sings the threefold Amen.
A member of the family then reads aloud the inscription on the gravestone.

Interment/Scattering of Ashes

If ashes are to be interred or scattered, they are given to the minister or a chosen member or representative of the family to inter or scatter.

The minister then says:

We commit the ashes of (our brother/sister) … [full name]

to this their resting place.

Or

We scatter the ashes of (our brother/sister) … [full name]

upon God’s good earth in this place.

Or 

We now scatter the ashes of (our brother/sister) … [full name]

on the sea that God has made.

After the reading of the inscription or the interment/scattering of the ashes the minister says:

I heard a voice from heaven saying: 

‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.’ 

‘Yes,’ says the Spirit, ‘they will rest from their labours, 

for their deeds go with them.’
Rev.14:13
Prayer

Let us pray.

O eternal and almighty God,

before whom the generations rise and pass away,

we thank you that both the living and the dead are in your care.

We give you particular thanks 

for the life of (your beloved servant) … [name],

for the gift of his/her life,

for all that was good and kind and faithful in him/her,

and for all that he/she meant to his/her family and friends.

Here thanks may be given for particular qualities and/or services of the deceased.

We thank you that on the last day, when the trumpet sounds,

Jesus will come in glory and triumph

to raise from the dead all your faithful people, 

in the power of your Spirit.

Comfort all those who loved and continue to mourn for him/her.

May they, in the light of the gospel,

know hope and joy in the midst of their tears

and so in turn be able to comfort others.

We thank you for all your people, of every time and place,

who kept the faith on earth

and have entered into the joy of your nearer presence.

In particular we thank you for those dear to our own hearts.

We rejoice in the communion of all the saints 

and, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,

pray that we may lay aside every weight and sin that clings so closely

and run the race set before us with perseverance.

Help us to look to Jesus, who has blazed the trail for our faith 

and will enable it to reach its goal.

So may we too, in your good time, come to share with your saints 

an inheritance in your eternal Kingdom.

Through Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray together:

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
Matt.6:9-13
Hymn or Song
GOD’S COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Acclamation

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;

on those who lived in a land as dark as death a light has dawned.
  Isa.9:2
‘Death has been swallowed up in victory.’

‘Where, O death, is your victory?

Where, O death, is your sting?’

The sting of death is sin,

and the power of sin is the law.

But thanks be to God,

who gives us the victory 

through our Lord Jesus Christ.
1 Cor.15:54-57
Commission

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

the Father of mercies and the God of all consolation,

who comforts us in our affliction,

so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction

with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.


2 Cor.1:3f.

Go from this place, therefore, 

and make it your ministry to bring comfort and hope to others.

Benediction

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,

keep guard over your hearts and your thoughts,

in Christ Jesus.
Phil.4:7
Or

May the Lord of peace himself give you peace 

at all times and in all ways.

The Lord be with you all.
2 Th.3:16
Or

Now may the God of peace, 

who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus,

the great Shepherd of the sheep,

by the blood of the eternal covenant,

make you complete in everything good,

so that you may do his will,

working among us that which is pleasing in his sight

through Jesus Christ,
to whom be the glory for ever and ever!
Heb.13:20f
