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My whole ministry has 
been served with the deep 
conviction, and the longer I 
live as a Christian the 
greater that conviction 
grows, that the one thing 
that separates us from the 
rest of the world is the Res-
urrection. 

And it is the fact that the 
risen Lord Jesus is at work 
amongst us now- now, all 
the time and He is never 
not at work for us, amongst 

us with love and for our good. 

Being Moderator takes one away from home and one's 
home congregation often. Now at the end of my term 
my longing to be back at home is very strong: I want to 
be with and not away from the people I love. So to 
think that Jesus is WITH us and that He promised to 
be with us is simply, and profoundly comforting. 

It is a reality of being Christian. Christ is here, now. 
Then it is by God's gift impossible to talk of Christ's 
resurrection without talking of our own. It is just im-
possible to separate the Resurrection of His body from 
the resurrection of our bodies. 

Death is not the end; it just is not the end. And so the 
Resurrection is not just something we believe hap-
pened: IT IS A REALITY TO BE LIVED. 

Please use the 7 weeks between Easter and Pentecost 
to bring life and hope and joy to those around you who 
feel that death has taken hold of them. ( Of course we 
should do this all the time, but I am suggesting a con-
certed  and dedicated season). 

Take time to visit or write to those who have lost loved 
ones in the last year. If someone you know has had an 
amputation (toes, leg, breast etc) go and be with them. 
If someone has lost a pet that was their companion go 
to them and comfort them.  

Make a serious effort to bless someone who is home-
less; surprise them with gentleness and imaginative 
generosity. Perhaps cook for them and serve the meal 
to them as if they were special family members who 
had returned after a long time and you were resurrect-
ing the love and togetherness you has lost. 

In our home we have a special meal, a feast really, on 
Easter Day and we always include some others who 
would be on their own. I offer that practice to you as 
another way to see the Risen Lord in your home-let 
Him come into your home and to you in one of His dis-
guises. Welcome Him, the Risen Lord as you welcome 
your guests. 

God Bless you and may your Easter seasons be really, 
really a reality lived with joy and passion. 

Love, Rod 

Mod of General Assembly 

 

PRESBYTERIAN LINK 
EASTER EDITION 2014 

Dear Friends, our prayer is that this Easter Edition of the Presbyterian Link will serve to reinforce the hope that is ours through the suffering, 
death, resurrection and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ, ever to be praised and adored. Easter greetings, the Communications Committee. 

FROM THE MODERATOR’S DESK… 
CHRIST IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN INDEED. 
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Dear Friends,  

Greetings in the name of our 
crucified and Risen Lord! I 
trust that you are well and 
flourishing in the presence 
and knowledge of Christ. 

In this season of lent we are 
reminded again of the sacrifi-
cial love and life of Jesus 
Christ. Hopefully we have 
made time in our often busy 
lives to withdraw a little, re-
flect on the suffering love of 

Jesus as we fast and pray and journey with him to the 
cross and that eventual empty tomb which emphatical-
ly declares God’s triumphal victory over suffering, sin 
and death. 

We are reminded that we are more than conquerors 
because of Jesus Christ. The Apostle Paul speaks 
quite powerfully about this as he reminds us in Ro-
mans 8: 31-39 that there is absolutely nothing in this 
life that can separate us from the love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. Yes, our victory and our suffi-
ciency are in Christ alone! The tendency today is to 
rush to the empty tomb and that is acceptable be-
cause as Christians we ought to live in that resurrec-
tion power. However, I have come to sense that many 
do not like to focus on the cross and the suffering of 
Jesus. To appreciate the resurrection we must first lin-
ger with the experience of death. It is only then that we 
would realize that what we receive is not cheap grace 
but sacrificial love.  

I have noticed that some churches that propagate the 
“prosperity gospel” do not like focusing on the cross. 
They say: “who wants to hear a sad story of death and 
defeat. Let’s rather talk about the resurrection because 
it is a positive message of life.” Well my personal reac-
tion is that you cannot put the cart before the horse. 
Whilst it is necessary to go to the resurrection part of 
the Easter narrative we need to first agonize in the gar-
den of Gethsemane and journey to Calvary, so to 
speak. For this reason, I would like to encourage you to 

ponder a lot more on the cross of Christ this Easter. 
Why the cross? 

It is not my intention to enter into a biblical or theologi-
cal exposition to answer this question. Perhaps, the 
Apostle Paul answers this rather succinctly for us in 1 
Corinthians 1:18: “For the message of the cross is fool-
ishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God.”  

The Apostle here asserts that the cross is the instru-
ment of salvation. Jesus died on the cross to offer the 

gift of salvation and life to all those who would believe: 
“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23).In 
short, the cross is God’s answer to sin, suffering and 
death. Sounds crazy and foolish, doesn’t it? 

Paul acknowledges this by saying that the 
“foolishness of God is wiser than man’s wisdom, and 
the weakness of God is stronger than man’s strength. 
The cross is the place where God meets us and does 
for us what we could never do for ourselves (Romans 
6:1-14.)He comes into our weakness to give us God’s 
strength. He comes into our darkness to give us the 
gift of light. He comes into our sinfulness to give us 
the gift of salvation, hope and life! 

I am often struck by those words uttered by Paul as he 
refers to the message of the cross as ‘the power of 
God.’ Several years ago I was involved in a deliverance 
ministry. I remember quite distinctly standing the de-

The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid,  for I know that 
you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he 
has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 
Then go quickly and tell his disciples…” (Matt. 28:5-7) 

FROM THE GENERAL SECRETARY 
THE POWER OF THE CROSS. 
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mon- possessed person in front of the cross in the 
chapel and asked her to repeat a few words after me 
as she looked at the cross. She could not look at the 
cross! Instead the evil one shrieked, shouted and left 
the person. It was such an unforgettable experience 
which immediately demonstrated to me the ‘power of 
the cross.’  

The cross is also God’s answer to the work of the evil 
one who desires to lead us astray, diminish the work of 
Christ on the cross and rob us of our joy in the Lord. 
Satan has no victory over us because he has tasted 
defeat at the cross of Christ. So why is it that so many 
of us who profess to be Christian live such defeated 
lives? The answer is simple, we have not come to fully 
understand and appreciate the power of the cross. 

The cross of Christ has the power to address sin, 
suffering, sickness, satan and death. The death of Je-
sus on the cross has set us free. Therefore the writer to 
the Hebrews can say: “(let us) fix our eyes on Jesus, the 
author and Perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set 
before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and 

sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Con-
sider him who endured such opposition from sinful 
men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.” 
Life is not without its struggles and challenges. There 
are often times when we want to give up saying it is 
too much to bear. It is in those moments that we need 
to know that Jesus did not come to take our ‘cross’ 
away from us but that he comes along side us to take 
us through the cross. This implies that even through 
our own pain, sufferings and struggles we can endure 
with joy because we are not alone, God in Christ is with 
us. What assurance and hope we have?  

It is important then that we stand before the cross and 
see the demonstration of God’s power and love. I invite 
us as the UPCSA to do this during this Easter time. We 
will discover that the cross of Christ has the power to 
forgive, love, heal and reconcile all people to God and 
to one another. The cross has the power to break us 
from our own destructive and selfish nature and lead 
us into the will of God. The cross helps us to die to our-
selves so that we can truly live as the people of God 
saved by his grace. Perhaps this Easter we may need 
to ask: “What must I die to as I stand before the cross 
so that Christ may truly live in and through me?” As 
fellow Presbyterians, what do we need to die to so that 
the UPCSA could really live in the power and love of 
Christ? Something to think about, hope you do! 

If it all ended at the cross it would have been hopeless. 
Thank God for the resurrection of Jesus! Let us take 
time to look at the cross so that this Easter we may 
have more appreciation of what it means to live in 
‘resurrection power’. 

Blessings!  

Jerry 

Imagine yourself a silent witness to the humiliation 
that Jesus was subjected to before his death. The sol-
diers stripped him of his clothes, put a crown of thorns 
upon his head and mocked him. He was spat on, 
slapped in the face, flogged and struck on the head 
with a stick numerous times. 

Now imagine that, as Jesus stands there, in his mind’s 
eye he is looking through a tunnel into the future – 
hundreds of years into the future – and he is focused 
on one person at the end of the tunnel. As he stands 
there with spit and blood running down his face, en-
during the pain of being brutally hit and mocked, all he 
can think about is this person at the end of the tunnel. 

The person he is looking at is a hypocrite, a liar, con-
sumed with jealousy, full of pride and envy. The person 
he is seeing has often had doubts about the existence 
of God and thinks of themself as being a decent hu-
man being. 

He is concentrating so hard on this person in an effort 
to blot out what is happening to him and he is repeat-
ing to himself, ‘I will endure this, I will willingly go 
through being nailed to a cross and being separated 
from my Father in heaven if it means that that person 
has a chance of asking for forgiveness, of being forgiv-
en and of being able to spend eternity with God and 
me.’ 

He knows that the only chance that person has is for 
him to die on the cross – to take that person’s sin up-
on his body, to have those sins nailed to the cross and 
to die for that person in the hope that that person will 
accept him into their lives, confess their sins and, be-

THE END OF THE TUNNEL 
 

BY NOLENE CURRY 
AUTHOR OF God’s Promise for Families 

 

http://www.godspromise.co.za
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cause of the blood that he shed on the cross, be forgiv-
en and so enter into a relationship with God. 

Jesus would be the bridge between this person and 
God. ‘Forgiveness is the divine miracle of grace. The 
cost to God was the Cross of Christ. To forgive sin, 
while remaining a holy God, this price had to be 
paid.’ (Oswald Chambers) 

You are the person at the end of the tunnel.  
You are the person that Jesus was looking at.  
You are the person Jesus died for. 
I am that person. 

A very special feature of this year’s usual Probationers’ 
Conference was the invitation to all ex Probationers 
who had come through the programme since 2007 to 
gather for a re-union as well as for a time of reflection 

and encouragement for the future. The organizing 
team was pleasantly surprised by the generally enthu-
siastic response whereby 52 ex Probationers respond-

ed positively to the invitation. 

Thus, together with the twelve 2014 Probationers, the 
last three days of the Conference comprised a sizeable 
group of ministers. Two special guests for these three 
days were our Moderator Rod Botsis and Past Modera-
tor Chris Mkandawire. 

The first evening was filled with laughter as each 
group had a time of remembering its memorable occa-
sions of jokes and practical tricks that members 
played on one another. 

Probationers of 2008 

Probationers of 2009 

Probationers of 2007 

REUNION OF EX-PROBATIONERS 
(2007 - 2013) 

BY THE REV. DR EDDIE GERMIQUET 

MINISTRY SECRETARY OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Probationers of 2010 

Probationers of 2011 
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The address given by the Session Clerk of Centurion 
West Congregation, Mihloti Mathye challenged Minis-
ters to be aware that congregants come to church 
seeking, but (she asked) do they find? She also told 
ministers to prepare sermons which will enable “the 
penny to drop” for congregants. It is difficult to be a 
Christian in modern times so passages of scripture 
need to be de-mystified. The three qualities of a minis-
ter which she viewed to be important are: Integrity; 
Biblical Knowledge and Flexibility. 

A surprise which awaited each ex-Probationer was a 
photo copy of their original application forms in which 
they explained how God’s call had come to them and 
how they had intended to respond to it. Some were 
amazed to see that what they had written all those 
years ago had turned out just as they had promised 
while others felt ashamed as to how the years had 
clouded the clarity and zeal of their original call. 

A particularly intense and deep time was experienced 
when Revs Stephen van Schalkwyk & Thando Mpam-
bani each shared on their realization that they person-
ally harboured both racist and other prejudicial atti-
tudes against people different from themselves. Ste-
phen compared himself to a “recovering addict” who 
constantly has to remind himself to keep his default 
attitudes in check and to speak a new language. 

The conference is particularly grateful to these two 
speakers for their honesty and courage. Small group 

discussion then followed during which each person 
present shared his/her own journey from discrimina-
tion and prejudice to honouring the covenant between 
us, as ministers. 

Rev Chris Mkandawire led an inspiring analysis of Acts 
6:1-5 from which he reminded us all of the experience 
of the early Christians to devote themselves to prayer; 
to devote themselves to study and exposition of the 
Word and finally to not neglect the Word because of 
too many other commitments. 

This Probationers’ Conference will be remembered as 
one of the wettest, but this did not dampen the enthu-
siasm for the last evening’s braai. The quiet country 
atmosphere of Rocky Valley carried the gurgling sound 
of running water and regularly resonated with the early 
morning hoots of the Spotted Eagle Owls. 

 The beautiful UPCSA owned Rocky Valley has been 
the venue of the Probationers Conference of March 
each year since 2007. 
 

Occasionally I get emails demanding to know my 
stance on a particular piece of “historic orthodoxy”. 
People wonder about my view of hell, or who I think 
Jesus was or if I think there will be a second coming. 
Since the controversy over Rob Bell’s latest book 
(which happens to have the same name as our minis-
try http://www.lovewinsministries.org), this has only 
increased. 

To tell you the truth, I think it is a bit funny. After all, I 
run a ministry for homeless people. Perhaps it would 
be more appropriate to ask my views on homeless-
ness? But I digress… 

So, to answer the title of this entry – do I deny the res-
urrection of Christ? 

Probationers of 2013 

Chris Mkandawire, delivering an inspiring and encouraging 
reminder to “give ourselves continually to prayer and the 
ministry of the Word”, (Acts 6:1-5). 

Probationers of 2012 

DO I DENY THE RESURRECTION? 
 

BY HUGH HOLLOWELL 
Activist, speaker and a Mennonite minister. He is the 

founder and director of Love Wins Ministries where he 
pastors a congregation made up largely of people 

who are homeless. Used with permission. 

http://www.lovewinsministries.org
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I can do no better than to quote Peter Rollins on the 
subject. 

“Without equivocation or hesitation I fully and com-
pletely admit that I deny the resurrection of Christ. This 
is something that anyone who knows me could tell 
you, and I am not afraid to say it publicly, no matter 
what some people may think… 

 I deny the resurrection of Christ every time I do not 
serve at the feet of the oppressed, each day that I turn 
my back on the poor; I deny the resurrection of Christ 
when I close my ears to the cries of the downtrodden 
and lend my support to an unjust and corrupt system. 

However there are moments when I affirm that resur-
rection, few and far between as they are. I affirm it 
when I stand up for those who are forced to live on 
their knees, when I speak for those who have had their 
tongues torn out, when I cry for those who have no 
more tears left to shed.” 

As you might expect, this does not calm the question-
ers down. They accuse me of not understanding the 
question. I understand the question perfectly well. I 
think they are the ones who do not know what they are 
asking. 

So let me be even more clear: 

The ancient story is that the most powerful govern-
ment the world had ever known, Rome, had done the 
worst thing it could imagine to this man Jesus. They 
beat him and killed him by the most brutal means at 
their disposal. Yet and still, the last words on his lips 
are reported to be his asking God to forgive his killers. 
On that Friday, the powers of the world said “No” to 
Jesus and the Kingdom of God he was preaching. If the 
tomb was empty on that Sunday morning long ago, 

that was God’s “Yes” to Rome’s “No”. If the tomb was 
empty, then love overcame power and vindicated Je-
sus. It means that Jesus was right – the Kingdom of 
God is at hand, and we are invited to live in it. 

If I swear allegiance to this Kingdom, where apparently 
the dream of God is that it be on Earth as it is in Heav-
en, then that has implications for how I live. If I pledge 
allegiance to the USA, it means I should not sell se-
crets to China. If I pledge allegiance to the Kingdom of 
God, then I cannot see how I can lend aid and support 
to the powers that oppose it, such as consumerism, 
militarism, class disparity and xenophobia. 

If I act hateful, or in fact, less than loving to my neigh-
bour, I have denied the resurrection just as surely as 
my selling state secrets to China denies my allegiance 
to the USA. I can wave a flag all day, but if I am acting 
against my country, you can hardly call me a patriot. 
And I can believe whatever you want about what hap-
pened that Sunday morning, but if I am not using what 
power I have to help God bring the Kingdom into frui-
tion, to help make it on Earth as it is in Heaven, I don’t 
expect you to call me a Christian. 

“Father forgive them for they know not what they do” 

We are called to act as Jesus did in the world…to treat 
people as he did…to be willing to be servants as he 
was. 

During his three years of ministry he said a lot about 
forgiveness… 

When teaching his special prayer he said the words: 
Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. 

When Peter asked how many times he should forgive 
his brother, Jesus said not only seven times but seven-
ty times seven times. 

He pronounced forgiveness over the paralysed man at 
Capernaum and also over the adulteress who was 
about to be stoned. 

CONTEMPLATION ON 
FORGIVENESS 

 

BY JEAN KNIGHTON-FITT 
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At his last supper with them he had said, of the wine, 
“Drink of it, all of you; for this is my blood of the new 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the for-
giveness of sins. 

After the Resurrection he commissioned his disciples: 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any 
they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any they are 
retained.” 

From the cross on which he hung he powerfully 
demonstrated forgiveness through his own example. 
Where others being crucified would curse and scream 
at their tormentors he said: “Father…forgive them.” 

Something Jesus understood and we can come to ac-
cept - and even begin to understand - is that people 
are very emotionally and spiritually blind and under-
stand very little about what they are doing and why. It 
is true that those who sin against us – even those that 

hurt us most of all – 
often have little 
idea of what they 
are actually doing. 
Sometimes they 
have no intention at 
all and act in inno-
cence or thought-
lessness – or out of 
their own unbeara-
ble pain and confu-
sion…and yet we 
build up a case 
against them and 
imagine all sorts of 
conscious motiva-
tions in their behav-
iour. As Jesus hung 
on the cross he for-
gave you for every-

thing…freely and out of his own pain and suffering. 

Come to the cross of Jesus…  

In your mind climb the hill of Calvary…see the three 
crosses…look at the two thieves…and at Jesus in the 
middle…see their agony…see how limited Jesus is – his 
arms pinned to the cross no longer able to reach out to 
hug people, to touch them, to heal them. 

His feet are pinned to the cross so he can no longer go 
out seeking people who need his love and blessing … it 
is the time for you to come to Him where He is hang-
ing in agony and needing those who love Him to gath-
er around.  

Come and stand where you can see him. Be quiet for a 
while. Ponder what you see in his eyes as he says 
“Father forgive them…” 

Let your mind turn to a bad event – or an issue in your 
heart - that takes up a lot of your thinking. Has some-
one hurt you? Is something terribly unfair? Is someone 
taking advantage of you and treating you badly? Are 
you resentful or jealous of someone? Try to be as hon-
est with yourself as you can about your thoughts and 
feelings…don’t just tell yourself you ‘ought not’ to feel 
them.  

Look back to the crucified Jesus and gaze at him 
again…. 

And then return to the event or the issue…. 

For a while alternate between the issue and Jesus on 
the cross – until you feel the strong negative feelings 
slipping away from you and begin to feel easing and 
lightness in your heart once more. 

If there is something to forgive or be forgiven for tell 
Jesus what is going on and accept the grace of His 
forgiveness…or the grace to forgive the difficult person 
or situation in your life. 

Accept from him a fresh outlook.  

With the help of the denomination the PEF celebrated 
40 years of supporting education in 2012: assisting our 
young people to meet the cost of an education which 
would change their lives and the lives of their families. 
The PEF40 campaign of 2012 was successful in many 
ways:  

the amount of money raised during the year brought in 
more donation income to the fund than had been 
raised in many years. It brought an awareness of the 
existence of the fund to the fore and made the fund 
known in areas which had previously had no 
knowledge of it. It also raised an ongoing interest in 
the fund that can be built on in years to come. A de-
tailed breakdown of the donations received can be 
found at the following address: http://
unitingpresbyterian.org/ministry/presbyterian-
education-fund-pef/). 

An amount of just less than R 270,000 was raised in 
2012: R 100,000 more than was received from dona-
tions in 2011. When the donations received in the first 
half of 2013 are added to the 2012 donations to obtain 
figures for the 18 month financial ‘year’, the total in-
come from donations becomes R 433,895.39. The trus-
tees wish to say a very big “Thank You!” to all who 
have made this possible. 

This level of giving enabled the fund to award bursary 
assistance totaling R 400,000 to 99 young people, 
representing all nineteen of our Presbyteries during 
the 12 months of 2012. Adjusting these figures to ac-
count for the awards made between January and 30 
June 2013 (in line with the Financial year end) brings 

PRESBYTERIAN EDUCATIONAL FUND 
 

LOOKING BACK AND GOING FORWARD 
AN APPEAL TO PAST BENEFICIARIES 

 

BY LIZ WHITE, PEF BURSARY ADMINISTRATOR 

http://unitingpresbyterian.org/ministry/presbyterian-education-fund-pef/
http://unitingpresbyterian.org/ministry/presbyterian-education-fund-pef/
http://unitingpresbyterian.org/ministry/presbyterian-education-fund-pef/
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these numbers to R 558,277.22 to 130 recipients. 

Over the years at least 2000 recipients have benefited 
from the fund and the original beneficiaries are now 
approaching retirement. A number of people have told 
us their stories and given testimonies of how their 
lives have been affected for the better because of their 
PEF bursaries.  Some of their stories were told in a 

newssheet distributed at the 2012 General Assembly. 
Amongst those who contacted us are an advocate, a 
minister, a specialist in early childhood development, a 
Human Resources Manager, a graduate in agriculture, 
and an Operations Team Leader in the Dealer Funding 
Solutions side of a leading motor vehicle financing 
company. Our Chief Financial Officer has told of how 
his orphaned father received assistance from the 
church before the existence of the PEF and how that 
assistance completely changed his family’s circum-
stances.  

It is hoped that all our past recipients have indeed ex-
perienced better life circumstances because of the as-
sistance that the PEF was able to give them towards 
achieving the educations that they desired.  

We would love to hear from more past recipients, in 
order to publish their stories and advertise the PEF in 
the Presbyterian Link on an ongoing basis. Articles or 

letters will be welcomed and can be emailed to 
pef@presbyterian.org.za, faxed to 011-727-3506 or 
mailed to the PEF Administrator at P O Box 96188, 
Brixton, 2019. Please include contact details if you fax 
or mail an article.  Currently the fund is able to give 
comparatively small amounts - often as little as 10%, 
and seldom more than 35-40% of the tuition fees re-

quired. This small contribution ignores the fact that a 
learner or student still has books, board and lodging, 
uniform and travel costs which must be met, not to 
mention the 60-90% of the tuition that the PEF has not 
paid!  

If we are truly to assist our young people to achieve 
their dreams of a completed matric, diploma or degree, 
we must aim to give them much more support than we 
have managed to date to ensure that our recipients do 
not drop by the wayside because of a lack of funds. 
Although we shall still need gifts from congregations 
and concerned individuals for the foreseeable future, 
we could begin to change this situation for the better if 
all who have been blessed by the PEF in the past 
would contribute to the fund now so that the PEF may 
continue to bless others in the future as they them-
selves have been blessed in the past. It is for this rea-
son that we would like to encourage each and every 
past recipient of PEF bursary assistance, who is in a 
position to do so, to make an annual contribution to-
wards the fund. 

How about it, “Past Recipients”? Will you join us in 
changing more families’ futures?  

The South African Council of Churches held its Trien-
nial Conference from the 25-26th February at the Wil-
low Park Lodge under the theme "God of Life: Renew, 
Restore and Transform us for the service of Your King-
dom." The Conference drew inspiration and hope from 
the key text found in Isaiah 43:19: “See, I am doing a 
new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I 
am making a way in the desert and streams in the 
wasteland”, as it reflected on the state of the nation, 
the economy and the SACC. 

On reflecting on the state of the nation, we give thanks 
and praise to Almighty God for the changes in our 
country since the birth of our democratic South Africa 
some 20 years ago. We recognise with thanksgiving 
and gratitude the many positive things that have been 
accomplished in these past years. We also, regrettably, 
express our concern that still much more must be 
achieved in the areas of education, health and social 
transformation. We were hoping that President Jacob 
Zuma would have used the opportunity in his recent 
State of the Nation Address to unfold a vision and ac-
tion plan to address these issues as we move into the 
future but we were left somewhat disappointed that 
this was not the case. We are deeply concerned about 
the ever increasing corruption, service delivery protests 
and the unrest and violence it is bringing upon our 
land. Particularly disheartening is the fact that inno-

SACC TRIENNIAL 
CONFERENCE STATEMENT 

mailto:pef@presbyterian.org.za
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cent people are dying at the hands of those who are 
supposed to care for them. We are really concerned 
about the safety of our children as we observe the in-
creasing numbers of rape, sexual abuse and murders 
of innocent little ones. We are deeply alarmed by the 
rising cultic and satanic practices, rituals and killings 
that seem to attract our youth. We realise that the con-
text in which we do mission and ministry as churches 
has become a moral challenge. Hence we call on 
church leaders to not wait for government alone to ad-
dress these matters but to seriously engage and ad-
dress these on the ground. 

On reflecting on the state of the economy, we express 
our deep concern over the widening gap between the 
rich and the poor in South Africa. We are therefore not 
surprised by the strikes and protests emerging from 
the mines and other sectors of business and society. 
Inequalities in society are bound to lead to social in-
stability and this is what we are seeing daily in our 
country. Added to this is the escalating rate of unem-
ployment and the struggles young people are encoun-
tering to find decent jobs. Resources are a gift from 
God for all and not just a few. We call on our churches 
to proclaim this biblical message as we seek to ad-
dress the inequalities and economic discrepancies in 
our country, especially as we focus on the needs of the 
poor. We hope and pray that the latter would be seri-
ously factored into Budget Speech of the Minister of 
Finance. We thus call for a fresh social dialogue on the 
trajectory of the political economy of our country.  

The Conference also recognised that on the 7th May 
2014 South Africa will hold its next General Elections. 
We take joy in the report of the IEC that more people 
have registered to vote than ever before and this in-
cludes 1.2 million new young voters. We encourage all 
those who have the right to vote to exercise it in the 
interest of our democracy and the development of our 
country. We call on all political leaders and parties to 
restrain from acts of violence and to refrain from en-
deavours to make certain areas as “no go areas” for 
other political parties to campaign. Indeed, we call up-
on churches to pray for, and participate at all cost to 
ensure that the elections are peaceful, free and fair.  

The Conference also heard about the situation in Pal-
estine and Israel and called for all parties concerned to 
work towards a just peace and reiterated our solidarity 
and support for all those working towards this goal. 
We urge churches to campaign for greater awareness 
on all Palestinian struggle in general and the plight of 
Palestinian Christians in particular. We also request 
churches to dedicate Sunday services on March 16th to 
reflect and pray for peace with justice in Palestine and 
Israel. As Christians we are called to pray and work for 
justice and peace all over the world. 

On reflecting on the state of the SACC, we lamented 
the fact that we have many internal issues that need to 
be addressed with urgency and wisdom. These ranged 
from challenges related to the lack of significant par-
ticipation, ownership and involvement of many church 
leaders in the work of the Council, financial constraints 
which led to the retrenchment of virtually all of the 
SACC staff, no clear vision and direction by the Council 
since the demise of apartheid, the involvement of 
women and youth, management issues and other or-
ganisational matters. Against this background and in 

keeping with its theme, the Conference entered into a 
process in which it looked at the role and value of the 
SACC today, what it could do to renew, restore and 
transform the organisation, and the value Member 
Churches and partners could bring to the work and life 
of the SACC. This exercise injected a strong positive 
response and commitment of churches to the work of 
the SACC and created a new found spirit and joy to 
make it a formidable and strong organisation again. All 
the material collected from the workshop will be pro-
cessed, analysed and sent to the participants by the 
new National Executive Committee with the intention 
of paving a new direction for the SACC which is ex-
pected to also impact on its future operational, man-
agement and organisational structures. We call on all 
our member churches and ecumenical partners to con-
tinue to pray for the renewal, restoration and transfor-
mation of the SACC and to also visibly and financially 
commit themselves to the work, life and witness of the 
SACC. We need to be in relationship with one another. 
We need to meet, pray together, listen to God and go 
out into the world to be His presence. 

The Conference elected Bishop Z. Siwa as the new 
President of the SACC and Dr Frank Chikane was 
elected as the Senior Vice President and Father Mi-
chael Lapsley as Vice President. A new Executive 
Committee (NEC) was elected and would duly continue 
the work of the SACC. May we keep them in our con-
stant prayers as we continue to pray, “God of Life: Re-
new, Restore and Transform us for the service of Your 
Kingdom.”  

As everyone is well aware 
General Assembly comes 
around every second year and 
that time has come around 
again. Committees have been 
busy over the last two years 
and will be using this oppor-
tunity to share their work with 
the Church as a whole. Pres-
byteries have also been hard 

at work and will use this time to give the denomination 
deeper insights into their activities. 

The Moderator has chosen as his theme for this our 
11th General Assembly, “The Church Jesus prayed for” 
and the focus will be to seek God’s guidance as we go 
about His business. As has been our recent practice 
we will be conducting all our activities from a local 
High School. This time we will be meeting at Capricorn 
High School in Polokwane with the Presbytery of Lim-
popo playing the role of hosts.  

preparations are well under way and the Local Organ-
ising Committee, under the chairmanship of the Rev 
John Mokoena, has been working hard in conjunction 
with the Assembly Business Committee  to ensure we 
cross all the t’s and dot all the i’s. I am sure that many 
of you do not realise how much work goes into making 

PREPARING FOR THE 2014 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
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Assembly a success, but I can assure you it doesn’t 
happen by chance. Assembly will run from Saturday 
12

th
 July through to Friday 18

th
 July. 

There will be some interesting innovations at this As-
sembly including the introduction of technology to aid 
translation and therefore understanding. This is in-
tended to make the whole process more inclusive and 
to improve participation through the use of more local 
languages. We won’t be translating into all the 11 lan-
guages in South Africa but will in this initial stage be 
experimenting with possibly 3 languages other than 
English. 

We will also be introducing “Conversations with Com-
mittees,” where those Committees tasked with the 
achievement of our Mission Priorities will share their 
vision and work with members of Assembly. 

This will also be my last Assembly as I will finish my 
tenure of office on 31

st
 December 2014 so let me use 

this opportunity to thank everyone for their kindness 
and encouragement and to wish the new Clerk every 
success. Let me close with a translation from the lan-
guage of my birth, “Wair nae awa tae bide awa,” which 
freely translated means although I am going I am al-
ways with you in my thoughts. 

The Minister’s Spouses Forum was started in 2005 
and it continued up-until 2007, for unforeseen circum-
stances it was stopped. In 2012 in Bloemfontein some 
of the Minister’s Spouses felt the need to resuscitate 
the Forum for all the Spouses in the Denomination 
despite the fact that we as UPWF members are faced 
with challenges we hope that in the future all will par-
ticipate in such a Forum.  The purpose of the forum is 
to provide a platform for fellowship, empowerment, 
sharing of experiences and ideas in the ministry and 
life in general.   

The first Forum was held at Lumko Retreat Center and 
only 17 spouses attended, the second one was held at 
Plettenberg Bay where 50 spouses attended.  All those 
who attended worshipped, fellowshipped and shared 
their experiences of their lives.  Our forum was graced 
by the presence and words of encouragement from the 

General Secretary Rev. Dr. Pillay and a facilitator who 
managed to motivate and empower us with leadership 
skills. 

When we get married to Ministers we are expected to 
know everything, unlike our husbands who get training 
at the Universities.  It is like we are thrown into the 
middle of the sea and we are expected to know how to  
swim and in the process we drown in different ways, 
that is why we felt  that we need a place where we can 
be able to ventilate and get some debriefing.  We be-
lieve that being a Minister’s Wife comes with a lot of 
responsibilities of supporting your spouse and leading 
women and girls without being prepared and molded 
to the office. 

The 2014 Forum will be held at Emseni – Place of 
Grace in Boksburg  (Gauteng) not far from the O.R. 
Tambo Airport. 

They were emotionally exhausted. They had probably 
been to Jerusalem for the compulsory annual Passover 
Feast. They were clearly followers of Jesus and com-
panions of the Apostles and the women who had been 
to the tomb where Jesus had been buried just a couple 
of days before. Perhaps they had been in Jerusalem 
during the last dramatic week leading up to Jesus’ 
death with all its uncertainties, intrigues, tensions and 
difficulties. 

They would certainly have known of Jesus’ arrest in 
Gethsemane, his unjust trial by the Sanhedrin, his inex-
plicable condemnation by Pilate, the flogging, the 
crown of thorns and brutal execution. 

And with the burial of Jesus, their dreams of a military 
and political Saviour had died. All their hopes and 
longings for a better life had died too. So had their vi-
sion of an all-conquering Messiah who would boot out 
the hated Romans and usher in an era of bliss for the 
nation of Israel making it chief of the nations and Jeru-
salem the capital of the world. 

MINISTERS’ SPOUSES FORUM 
 

BY MRS. M. OBOSE, COORDINATOR 
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Here they were walking towards the sunset because 
Emmaus lay twenty-one kilometres west of Jerusalem. 
Added to their bitter disappointment of a lost cause 
was their own personal grief at the brutal killing of the 
most extraordinary man that they had ever met. They 
thought of him as a prophet who was going to redeem 
Israel. Yes, Jesus was “powerful in word and deed be-
fore God and all the people” (Luke 24:19). It was Israel's 
own rulers and chief priests, 
who had handed him over to 
be sentenced to death and 
be crucified, and now three 
days had passed, and life 
could never be the same 
again with Jesus gone.  

Not only were Cleopas and 
his companion wrong in 
their assumption that Jesus 
was merely a prophet, but 
their grief and shattered 
dreams blinded them to the 
testimony of the women 
who had gone to the tomb 
that very morning but didn't 
find Jesus’ body. The wom-
en, probably emotionally 
overwrought, had claimed to have seen a vision of an-
gels who told them that Jesus was alive. Nor did they 
take the word of Peter and John who had likewise 
found the tomb empty, but Jesus was not to be seen. 

Cleopas and his companion were joined in their jour-
ney by a “stranger” who walked along with them. It 
was Jesus, but, they failed to recognize him. Was it the 
setting sun that blinded their eyes, or the dullness of 
their brains numbed by grief and shock?  Death can 
leave us “shellshocked”. He asked them what they had 
been discussing as they trudged forlornly along. “They 
stood still, their faces downcast” (Luke 24: 17). Luke's 
description dramatically summarized the utter desola-
tion of spirit of the two. And in one of the most ironic 
questions found in the Bible, Cleopas asked the 
stranger, “Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and do 
not know the things that have happened there in these 
days?” (Luke 24:18) What dramatic irony! Jesus had 
been the centre of it all, the focus of attention of all 
who had been in Jerusalem. Millions of pilgrims 
flocked to Jerusalem during the Passover week. Expec-
tations that something dramatic was going to happen 
were at fever pitch. Jesus’ trial and execution were not 
done in corner. They were common knowledge. They 
were the talk of the City and would be for some time to 
come. 

Yet, Jesus asked them, “What things?” So, they out-
lined their thoughts about Jesus and what had hap-
pened to him. Jesus’ response was blunt, “How foolish 
you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken!” Then he gave them a compre-
hensive Bible study from the Old Testament Scriptures 
on the necessity of the Christ's suffering and death 

and his glorious resurrection and ascension (Luke 
24:26-27). Something began to stir in their hearts as he 
opened the scriptures to them. So much so, that when 
they set down to their evening meal (having persuaded 
Jesus to join them), when he took bread, gave thanks, 
broke it and began to give it to them, their eyes 
opened and they recognized him as their resurrected 
Lord. No sooner had this happened when Jesus disap-

peared from view. The peo-
ple were guilty of several 
errors: 

Their understanding of the 
person and role of Jesus in 
coming to Israel was limited. 
Jesus is more than a proph-
et. 

Their rejection of the testi-
mony of the women, and 
Peter and John who had 
found the tomb empty that 
morning, and its obvious 
significance that Jesus had 
risen from the dead. Their 
lack of insight into the Old 
Testament Scriptures that 

predicted throughout about the suffering, death and 
resurrection of the Messiah. 

Their failure to recognize the stranger being Jesus until 
he broke the bread. Did they then see his nail-scarred 
hands, or was it the sudden revelation of God to them 
that this was Jesus, very much alive? 

Their failure to believe what Jesus had on several occa-
sions that he would suffer and die, and on the third day 
rise again (Matthew 16:21; 17:12; 20:17-19, 28; 21:38-39). 

Their failure to grasp the necessity and significance of 
the Cross in the redemption of the world. 

Their failure to understand the power of God to over-
come the powers of darkness, and indeed, of death 
itself. 

What about you? The resurrection of Jesus is history's 
greatest event. By his death and resurrection, Jesus 
makes it possible for any individual to have all his or 
her sins forgiven and forgotten by God forever, and by 
the Spirit of the living Jesus in our heart, to come to life 
by the power of God, here and now. And on the last 
day to receive a resurrection body which neither sin, 
nor death, nor corruption can affect or destroy. It’s 
yours for the asking. It's yours for the taking. It's God's 
loving, free gift to all who avail themselves of it. Only 
Jesus, the resurrection and the life (John 11:25) makes 
sense of the Scriptures, of life and death. Only he can 
save us and put us right with God (John 14:6). Only he 
can bring life out of death (Ephesians 2:4-6). Only he 
can offer us resurrection life which is, in reality, eternal 
life (John 3:16, 36). 

DON'T MISS HISTORY'S GREATEST EVENT through 
scepticism, indifference, blindness or unbelief. 

The Pilgrims of Emmaus on the Road. Artist: James Tissot 1836-1902 
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