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3rd March 2014
Dear Colleagues

I’m not sure anyone really wants to read a travel log of where the Mod of Assembly has been or is about to go.  And anyway, for me, the people I meet are more important than the places.

We have some really great ministers and excellent Elders and members also are faithful to Christ and faithful to their local Church. SO can I encourage you to bless your colleagues, compliment your elders and give thanks for your members – actually tell them “Thank you for your love and care”!  Make a habit of talking well about another church in your Presbytery and complimenting colleagues in the face of your own congregation.  You will lose nothing by making others great.

Can I suggest a project to stop mistrusting one another and to use words that build up the Body of Christ (Eph 4):  Take the 7 weeks between Easter and Pentecost (dates:  20th April to 8th June) and each Sunday take 2 minutes to tell the congregation about another congregation and/or colleague and give thanks for them.  You don’t have to stick to colleagues in your own Presbytery.  Before you scoff at this idea, or decide it is silly, think about 2 things:

1. What would make it easy for your colleagues to “brag” about you instead of complain about you or tell a bad story about you?

2. When last did you esteem (think of, speak of) a colleague as “higher”, better than yourself and by so doing blessing the denomination rather than damning it.

Since being Moderator I have neglected my own Presbytery and feel very out of touch with regard to the life of the Holy Spirit here in the Western Cape.  That I have just come from the funeral of Rhona Köhler – wife of Harold, our minister at Milnerton Presby – and was absolutely thrilled by the turnout of other ministers and their wives to celebrate Rhona and to grieve with Harold and his children.  I felt stronger, more supported, more loved just seeing the brothers and sisters there.

Why wait for a funeral?  Here’s what to do:  Starting with 1st Sunday after Easter (27th April 2014) tell your congregation “Each week for the next 7 weeks, I am going to tell you about another minister/congregation just so you know there are great people in our church”.  Then tell them.  And if you are not in your own pulpit for all 7 weeks just tell the congregation you are visiting.  As heard from parliament recently:  We have good stories to tell.

Let me brag a bit about Awedzane Nemaukhwe and Christopher Judelsohn, my 2 Chaplains.  Recently I saw Christopher, as Moderator of eGoli Presbytery, lead an induction Service and I saw Awe speak at the South African Council of Churches Triennial meeting.  I felt proud of them and to be in the same ministry as them.    It was obvious each had done his homework, each spoke well with care and discipline and with love and respect.  Each provided leadership where they were.  Neither of them made themselves the centre of attention.  They are ministers of grace, whom I respect and love.

Go now and bless the Father by telling good stories about His children, your colleagues.
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