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INTRODUCTION 

It is now almost three 
months after my in-
duction as the Mod-
erator of the eleventh 
General Assembly of 
the UPCSA. I was 
overwhelmed by the 
encouragement I re-
ceived from friends, 
relatives and col-
leagues in the minis-
try. I then realized 
that it was not about 

me but God’s work in which I was offered an oppor-
tunity to serve God at the level of leadership of God’s 
church. It is my wish that all those friends, relatives, 
colleagues and the entire membership of the UPCSA 
will remember me in their prayers so that I may serve 
the body of Christ with diligence and dedication. Never 
will I forget that the Church is the body of Christ and 
that Christ alone is the King and Head of the Church 
and to him alone be glory. 

THEME OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

The theme of the eleventh General assembly was, “The 
church Jesus prayed for." This was taken from the 
book written by Dr Michael Cassidy of Africa Enter-
prise. Michael was also invited to address the assem-
bly on this title of his book. The title of the book is 
based on Jesus’ prayer in John 17 one of the areas in 
Jesus’ prayer is about the unity of his followers the 
church that when they are one the world will know and 
believe that Christ was sent from God. 

 During my term as a moderator of our church, I intend 
to continue to engage the church about this subject of 
unity of the body of Christ - that we are better together 
than apart. My focus is on Church Associations. There 
is no doubt in that every member of the UPCSA is 
aware that division is sinful and ungodly.  

Paul made this appeal to the church in Corinth: 

“Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement 
and that there be no divisions among you, but that you 
be united in the same mind and the same purpose.” I 
Corinthians’ 1:10 

We have been divided for too long; be it on the ground 
of political domination and racism or former denomi-

national culture and tradition.  These tendencies can-
not be allowed to go on depleting the body of Christ 
again. We must be united in condemning division of 
any kind and form; it is then that Christ will indeed be 
the king and head of the church 

The world will not listen to a divided church. There is 
no truth in the divided church. The true church wor-
ships one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

CONFERENCES 

3.1 CWM Global. 

July 20-25, 2014 I attended a conference in Kuala Lum-
pur, Malaysia.  The conference focused on advocacy 
and affirmation with and for people with disability. It 
was more affirming the need for the church to be more 
intentionally engaged in all processes and structure 
with the issues faced by persons with disabilities in 
our communities. Persons with disabilities remain a 
significant silent and marginalized group. 

The conference looked at ways in which theological 
interpretation, language and worship confirmed nega-
tive stereotypes of persons with disabilities. It was felt 
that the church should move from more accommoda-
tion to the affirmation of the gifts, talent and abilities of 
all Gods’ people as we build the church and communi-
ties that celebrate the diversity of Gods’ creation. Our 
churches are called upon to practically begin to build 
an inclusive community; moving beyond accommoda-
tion to affirmation and advocacy for people with disa-
bilities. 

3.2. UPWF Annual General Meeting 

August 7-10, 2014 I attended the UPWF Annual Gen-
eral conference in Port Elizabeth. T he conference fo-
cused on moving under the guidance and leadership 
of God in doing ministry in the world. 

3.3. CWM Regional 

August 16-21, 2014 I attended CWM Regional confer-
ence in Boksburg. The conference theme was “DARE 
TO HOPE WHEN EVERYTHING SAYS NO”. The con-
ference sought to reignite the fire in the heart of the 
region divide and weaken the witness of the church.  

3.4. Association of Church Choirs and Musicians 

August 29 -31, 2014 I attended the annual conference 
of the ACCM. I enjoyed the singing competition of the 
highest standard. This group remains the only Associ-
ation of our church which is undivided. I wish all Asso-
ciations would learn from their fellow brothers and sis-
ters that it’s all about Christ and not us. 

 

PRESBYTERIAN LINK 
 ORDINARY TIME 2014 

Dear Friends, We are fast moving away from our recent General Assembly, at which we witnessed a significant change in leadership. We 
have a new Moderator and General Secretary! This edition will hopefully communicate something of these and other recent events. 

FROM THE MODERATOR’S DESK… 
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3.5. MCG General Conference 

September 4-7, 2014 I attended the MCG General Con-
ference in Vereeniging. The conference placed empha-
sis on evangelism and supporting the work of the 
church in local churches. There were observers from 
the Men’s Fellowship of the Presbyterian Church in 
Kenya. During this conference the Rev Mamolotje 
Charles Magagane was elected President for the next 
three years.  

WELCOME GENERAL SECRETARY 

September 1, 2014 the Rev. Lungile Mphetsheni was 
welcomed as the new and 4

th
 General Secretary of the 

UPCSA at Tiyo Soga House in Park Town. Lungile is 
settling very well in his new job. The church is invited 
to pray for him and his family as he carries out this 
great task of leadership in our church. 

FAREWELL TO CENTRAL OFFICE STAFF 

September 6, 2014 we had a wonderful farewell for 
three members of the staff at Tiyo Soga house in Park 
Town; the General Secretary the Rev. Dr Jerry Pillay, 
Andre Prinsloo and Tshepiso Mokwane. Jerry takes a 
new task of participating in the ministerial formation of 
the students for the Ministry. He will be teaching at the 
Faculty of Theology at the University of Pretoria. We 
wish him a successful ministry in that context. 

BEREAVEMENTS 

On August 1, 2014 I conducted the funeral of Mrs. Rae-
setja Thamaga in Moletjie, within the Presbytery of 
Limpopo. I was happy to see the support the Rev Tlou 
Thamaga and the family got from the Presbytery of 
East Griqualand and from the fellow ministers who 
were present at that funeral.  

On September 13, 2014 I conducted the funeral of Mrs. 
Kholwaphi Angelina Mohayise, she was the wife of 
late Rev Mohayise within the Presbytery of Highveld. 

DEDICATION OF CHURCH BUILDINGS 

On September 28, 2014 I dedicated the church building 
of the preaching station and Manse of the S B Ngcobo 
Memorial congregation under the ministry of the Rev 
Loyiso Bashe within the Presbytery of Mthatha. What a 
wonderful service!  

THE COLLAPSE OF GUESTHOUSE IN NIGERIA 

We have learnt with deep pain and sadness for the 
loss of so many lives, 115 persons including 84 South 
Africans at the collapse of the Synagogue Church of 
All Nations of Mr. T B Joshua in Lagos Nigeria. Some of 
these persons who lost their lives there are relatives of 
our church members. One of them was baptized by me 
in my early days of my ministry at Gooldville Congrega-
tion within the then Presbytery of Transvaal.  

As UPCSA we add our voice in sending our condolenc-
es to the families that lost their loved ones in this trag-
ic event. We pray for speedy healing for those who 
suffered injuries. We also commend the South African 
Government for the quick response and the service 
rendered in carrying out the repatriation of the survi-
vors. We continue to pray that the arrangements for 
the repatriation of the remains of those who lost their 
lives will be concluded soon. 

 

Mukondi 

Moderator of General Assembly 

Dear Colleagues. Greet-
ings! On 01 September 
2014 I started in my new 
position as Professor in 
Church History and Polity 
at the University of Preto-
ria. It was my joy and 
pleasure to serve as Gen-
eral Secretary of the UP-
CSA for the past 6 years. I 
will always remember and 
treasure the opportunity to 
serve our denomination in 
this capacity. By God's 
grace much has been 

achieved during this time and my prayer is that we will 
continue to grow and be strengthened in the work of 
our Lord, Jesus Christ.  

Our new General Secretary, the Rev. Lungile 
Mpetsheni, also assumed his duties in this position 
yesterday. Lungile has been serving in the South Afri-
can Navy for the past 15 years and reached the rank of 
Captain. He also served as Interim Moderator in a few 
congregations whilst in the Navy. It is my joy and privi-
lege to hand over the responsibilities of the General 
Secretary to him and wish him well as he fulfils his call-
ing into this ministry. My prayer is that we would sup-
port and encourage him as he takes on this huge re-
sponsibility of leadership within the UPCSA. 

May God continue to lead and prosper His work in and 
through the UPCSA. Wishing you God's blessings, wis-
dom and peace in your ministry and service to God's 
people.  

Blessings,  Jerry (Rev. Prof.) 

 

Greetings to the UP-
CSA family. 

The first week of 
September was a 
transition week at 
Tiyo Soga House 
(Central Office). It 
started with a warm 
welcome of the new 
General Secretary by 
the office staff on 
Monday and ended 
with a fitting farewell 
to Jerry, André and 

Tshepiso - in absentia on Friday. We thank the Moder-
ator of the General Assembly for joining the office staff 
in bidding farewell to the gallant workers. 

I thank God for sustaining me and for the gift of life. I 
also thank the UPCSA family for the confidence you 

A BRIEF MESSAGE FROM THE OUT-
GOING GENERAL SECRETARY 

GREETINGS FROM THE 
GENERAL SECRETARY 
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showed in appointing me as the General Secretary. I 
know that many do not know me, as I must also get to 
know many in the Church. For that reason, I take this 
opportunity to briefly introduce myself. 

My name is Lungile Mpetsheni. I was born and bred in 
Tsomo, Eastern Cape (Njikelana Mission, Transkei 
Presbytery). I trained for the ministry at the Federal 
Theological Seminary (FEDSEM) in Pietermaritzburg 
from 1986 to 1988. I then served as a probationer and, 
subsequently, as a minister at Sterling Mission 
(Ngqayi, Maclear), East Griqualand Presbytery from 
January 1989 to March 1992. From March 1992 until 
June 2000, I served as a minister at Columba Mission, 
Transkei Presbytery. Over the years, I served as Interim 
Moderator in the following congregations: Mpharane 
(East Griqualand Presbytery); Tutura, Irvin Njoloza Me-
morial and Main (Transkei Presbytery); WV Masinda 
Memorial, Tiyo Soga Memorial and Delft Presbyterian 
Church (Western Cape Presbytery) and Phola Presby-
terian Church (Tshwane Presbytery). I have also served 
on various committees of the General Assembly. 

MY LIFE IN THE MILITARY 

In January 2000, I joined the Chaplains’ Service of the 
South African National Defence Force 

(SANDF) and served at 14 South African Infantry Bat-
talion of the SA Army in Mthatha. I was then trans-
ferred to the SA Navy in June 2001 and served at SAS 
SIMONSBERG in Simon’s Town. In May 2003, the SA 
Navy offered me an opportunity to serve as Directing 
Staff Officer (Instructor/Lecturer) at the SA Naval Staff 
College in Muizenberg. I was given the rank of Lieuten-
ant Commander (equivalent to Major in the Army). 

In July 2003, I was promoted to full Commander 
(equivalent to Lieutenant Colonel in the Army). In July 
2004, I was appointed as Senior Directing Staff 
Officer. In December 2004, I was appointed as Officer 
Commanding SA Naval Staff College. I then spent the 
whole of 2006 doing Senior Command and Staff 
Courses at Defence Staff College, Karen, Nairobi, Ken-
ya. 

In January 
2007, I was 
promoted to 
the rank of 
Captain (SA 
Navy) 
(equivalent to 
full Colonel 
in the Army) 
and appoint-
ed as Officer 
Commanding 
SA Naval 
College in 
Gordon’s 
Bay. 

In January 2011, I was transferred to the SA Navy Head-
quarters in Pretoria as a Senior Staff Officer, Navy For-
eign Relations. In January 2013, I was appointed as 
Senior Staff Officer Navy Transformation until my de-
parture. 

I had been nominated to do a Defence/Military Atta-
ché Course from 04 August to 05 September 2014, 
after which I would be sent as a Defence/Military Atta-
ché to another country for four years. I turned that 

down, as I had already been appointed as the General 
Secretary. 

TRAINING AND EDUCATION 

I completed the following major military developmental 
courses: SA Army Officers Formative Course (SA Army 
Gymnasium – Heidelberg), SA Navy Officers Orienta-
tion Course (SA Navy College – Gordon’s Bay), Junior 
Staff and Warfare Course (SA Naval Staff College – 
Muizenberg), Senior Command and Staff Course 
(Defence Staff College - Kenya) and Executive National 
Security Programme (SA National Defence College – 
Pretoria). 

My academic qualifications include the following: Di-
ploma in Theology (FEDSEM), Bachelor of Theology 
(UNISA), Bachelor of Theology (Honours) (Fort Hare), 
Master of Theology (Stellenbosch), Certificate in Hu-
man Resources Management (UNISA), Senior Man-
agement Programme (Tshwane University of Technol-
ogy), National Diploma in Occupationally Directed Ed-
ucation, Training and Development Practices (People 
Development Africa), Post Graduate Diploma in Strate-
gic Studies (Nairobi), and (Non Degree Purpose) Inter-
national Politics (UNISA). 

ABOVE ALL ELSE… 

I love God. I accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. 
I enjoyed serving God in the various Congregations 
and in the Committees of the General Assembly (most 
of that work happened while I served simultaneously 
in the SANDF). I am committed to rendering good ser-
vice to the UPCSA as a General Secretary. My ap-
proach to the ministry has always been influenced by 
the topic of the position paper that the Transkei Pres-
bytery made me write in December 1988, in prepara-
tion for licensing: “Christian Ministry should be under-
stood in light of Him who came not to be served but to 
serve”. I am here to serve. I embrace the collective wis-
dom that God has endowed the men and women in the 
UPCSA with. I am in a lifelong learning process. Your 
inputs will help to shape me up to be a better person 
for the position of General Secretary of the UPCSA. 

Please, continue to pray for me, my wife Thandiswa 
(Thandi) and the entire family. 

Yours faithfully, Lungile. 

 

Nal’ibali (Xhosa for “tell me a story”) is a nationwide 
literacy project. Every week a supplement with a story 
and story tips appears in local newspapers. I started 
taking these to Phumlani when I received them in The 
Times – the stories are by local authors, in English and 
Xhosa and beautifully illustrated, even though they are 
just on newsprint, and much enjoyed by both staff and 
children. 

I contacted Nal’ibali to share this, and they promptly 
offered to deliver enough newspapers to Phumlani 
every week so that every child can take a story home! 
We supplied each child with a plastic folder in which to 
store his/her “library”, and the exciting and valuable 
spin-off is that more parents now read stories to their 

EXCITEMENT AT PHUMLANI 
BY EVA VAN BELLE 

ST KIARAN’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, FISH HOEK 
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children. Nal’ibali has also run courses for teachers 
and parents. 8 September was World Literacy Day. I 
arrived at Phumlani as usual and was nonplussed to 
see so many cars outside. Inside there was great ex-
citement: Phumlani had been chosen to launch 
Nal’ibali’s new product, and they were going to be on 

the eTV’s news! They were launching a cellphone app 
through Mxit Reach: that everyone with a cellphone 
can receive stories in 6 of our languages and read 
them to their children. Nearly everyone in our country 
has a cell phone, but only about 30% have access to a 
library. 

This works with all cell phones: a smart phone is not 
needed. The children sat in their bright yellow t-shirts 
with expectant faces. The TV crew was late, but they 
enjoyed some stories and activities with the Nal’ibali 
crew. 

Filming of the three minute slot took the whole morn-
ing, but they were as proud as punch to be on TV, and 
Zoleka was interviewed too. I call them ripples. If we 
are where God wants us to be, wonderful things far 
beyond our scope or control happen – we can only 
stand back and marvel at His hand at work! 

Partnership is an imper-
fect science. God calls 
us to be visible witness-
es to the unity of the 
body of Christ, but it can 
be challenging to dis-
cern how to do this. Re-
gional Liaisons (RLs) 
help Presbyterians in 
the USA and other parts 
of the world to explore 
how we can accompany 
and learn from one an-
other in our journeys of 
faith and ministry. 

The PC(USA) has about 20 RLs worldwide, five in Afri-
ca. In general, we have three roles: 

1. Maintaining regular communication with the PC
(USA)’s traditional global partners; [The PC(USA) 
has nine partner churches in Southern Africa – 
South Africa, Lesotho, Zimbabwe, Mozambique and 
Madagascar –  including the UPCSA.] 

2. Supervising PC(USA) mission personnel working in 
the region; and 

3. Resourcing and supporting the wide variety of links 
that develop between congregations and presbyter-
ies in the PC(USA) and our global partners. 

In our work with denominational partners, we focus on 
how we can collaborate around the three mission pri-
orities that the PC(USA) has identified in consultation 
with US congregations and global partners: 

 Addressing the root causes of poverty, particularly 
as they affect women and children (with a central 
campaign around providing quality education); 

 Sharing the good news of the gospel (with a central 
campaign around training leaders for community 
transformation); and 

 Engaging in ministries of reconciliation (with a cen-
tral campaign around stopping violence against 
women and children). 

Part of my role in working with US congregations and 
global partners is to encourage our partnerships to be 
faithful to the PC(USA)’s principles of partnership.  As 
we journey together, we seek to bear witness to: 

Shared grace and thanksgiving, confessing our failings, 
repenting from histories of exploitation, celebrating 
Christ’s reconciling sacrifice and giving thanks to God 
for gifts of grace and renewal; 

Mutuality and interdependence through mutual ac-
countability where no partner dominates another be-
cause of affluence or “expertise”; 

Recognition and respect flowing from our equal stand-
ing before God; 

Open dialogue and transparency through shared dis-
cernment of God’s call to mission, reliance on scripture 
as the basis for prophetic challenge, respect for local 
initiative, mediation of differences in a Christ-like man-

PARTNERSHIPS 
 

BY DR DOUGLAS TILTON, PCUSA  
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ner, and openness with respect to all activities and 
support; and 

Sharing of resources of all types: human, cultural, spir-
itual and financial. 

Partnership engagement takes many forms.  We rec-
ognize a need to interact through hands-on activities 
and programs, capacity building, and advocacy, which 
empowers partners to pursue God’s justice and the 
fullness of life that Christ wills for all of God’s people.  
Because of my personal background in public policy 
advocacy, I have been asked to help members of the 
PCUSA and our partner churches to be advocates for 
justice, reconciliation and human development in our 
respective societies. 

for more information: 

douglas.tilton@pcusa.org or 082-079-0520. 

Commission-
ers from 
across South-
ern Africa ar-
rived at Capri-
corn High 
School in Po-
lokwane for 
the eleventh 
General As-
sembly. As old 
friends recon-
nected with 
one another 
there was a 

sense of excitement in the air. 

After registration was completed the General Assem-
bly was constituted during a worship service at Mount 
Horeb Presbyterian Church. During the service, the 
Rev. Mukondi Ramulondi, was inducted as Moderator 
of the eleventh General Assembly of the UPCSA. The 
former Moderator, the Rev. Rod Botsis, broke with tra-
dition when he preached the charges 
to the new Moderator. He  charged 
the Moderator to continually remind 
the denomination of its call to uncon-
ditional devotion to Jesus. 

The General Assembly gathered at 
09:00 in the Jack Botes Hall for a 
worship service. Congregations from 
the Limpopo Presbytery joined the 
General Assembly and transformed 
the hall into a joyous place of wor-
ship. Under the leading of the Moder-
ator’s chaplains, assisted by a choir 
and a music group all present wor-
shipped together. The Moderator 
preached a touching, personal, but 
hard hitting sermon reflecting on “The 
Church Jesus prayed for.” After cele-
brating Communion together the As-

sembly returned to the Capricorn High School to start 
the business of Assembly. 

Every Assembly starts with an Executive Session. Dur-
ing this Session the Assembly Business Committee, 
the Clerk of Assembly and the Nominations Commit-
tee report on the work they have done to prepare for 
the Assembly. 

During the executive session commissioners are given 
the opportunity to bring Notices of Motion— business 
that was not contained in the papers. The list of topics 
commissioners brought to the Assembly floor was: 

A new system of assessments; A public statement 
concerning Nkandla; To have all Assembly meetings 
in one place, such as Johannesburg; Changes to the 
Manual; A statement on the Government HARM pro-
gramme; That the Moderator be given a mandate by 
General Assembly for his or her term of office. 

Induction of the new Moderator of the UPCSA, the Rev. M Ramulondi. 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2014 
 

PICTURES AND WORDS (TAKEN FROM THE DAILY NEWSLET-
TERS)  BY IAN WILSON 

Thank you to those who tirelessly worked to 
get us all there! 

Induction Service on the first day of General Assembly. A very 
exciting time for all! (above and below) 

mailto:douglas.tilton@pcusa.org
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The General Assembly started its Monday devotions 
with Dr. Michael Cassidy from African Enterprise. Us-
ing his book “The Church Jesus prayed for” as a basis, 
Michael guided the Assembly through some of the 
main things Jesus prayed for: 

Church that is sanctified and that reflects God’s char-
acter; a Church filled with joy; protected from the Evil 
one; A Missional, prayerful, loving, powerful and glori-
ous Church. 

In thanking Dr. Cassidy for the devotions Dr. Germi-

quet pointed out that what Michael highlighted was 
relevant to both the Church and to us as individuals. 

Moderator Designate 

The Rev. Dr Robert Munthali was elected the Modera-
tor Designate for 2016. He is married to Balekeni and 
they have two sons, Tiwonge and Gomezga. He is 
Zambian by birth. He started his ministry under Rev 
Alan Maker before returning to Lusaka. He took up a 

call in South Africa in 1994 and eventually became a 
South African citizen. 

Ecumenical Greetings 

The General Assembly hosted a very special group of 
ecumenical guests, many of whom were invited to con-
vey greetings from their respective organizations. 
Some guests were given the opportunity to share. In 
particular, Prof. Nelus Niemandt, Moderator of the 
Dutch Reformed Church, made a presentation on mis-
sional Congregations. See picture on page 7. 

Visit to a Museum 

Commissioners spent a part of one afternoon visiting 
the Bakone Malapa open air Museum. The museum is 
a reconstructed village in the style used by the North-
ern Sotho about 250 years ago designed to demon-
strate the daily life of the Bakone, a highly sophisticat-
ed subgroup of the northern Sotho tribe. The cultural 
village includes two homesteads or lapas that display 
and explain fire making, maize grinding and beer brew-
ing as it would have been carried out years ago. The 
guide was an excellent story teller and the village’s 
architectural and cultural styles came alive as commis-
sioners were taken through the village’s traditional 
way of life! 

 

Commissioners in session dealing with the life and work of the UPCSA by means of the Consensus model.  

Rev Dr Robert Munthali 

Rev Mukondi Ramulondi and Dr Michael Cassidy 
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Evening Entertainment 

The evening saw entertainment provided by the Pres-
bytery of Limpopo. Sebasa Mogale from Thobela FM 
was the MC and hosted an evening of fun, beautiful 
choir music and traditional dances. The Presbytery of 
Limpopo also used the evening to thank Rev. Loni, Mr 
Coulter, Rev. Pillay and Rev Botsis for their encourage-
ment and help with the arrangements. The Presbytery 

congratulated Rev. Ramulondi on his induction as 
Moderator as a “Son of the Presbytery.” 

Ecumenical Guests (fltr): Prof. N Niemandt (Mod DRC); Dr D Tilton (PCUSA); Rev. Arends (UCCSA); The GS of the WCC, Rev 
Dr Olav Tviet; Rev Dr D Gevers (Bible Society); Dr K Gerber (GS of DRC); Rev.G Goyns (SAFCEI); Rev. A Spiers (Church of 
Scotland); Rev K Griffiths, CUC Secretary General. Dr. L Modise (URCSA). 

The Bakone Malapa open air Museum (above and below). 
Traditional dancers performing 

MC, Sebasa Mogale 
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MATTERS FOR PRAYER 

Please would you continue to pray for our 
new Moderator, who serves for 2 years and 
our new General Secretary, who serves for 
a 5 year term. They both have huge re-
sponsibilities before them as they lead the 
UPCSA into the future. Pray also for our Moderator 
designate, that he will prepare well to take up his role. 
Pray too, for the various Committees of General As-
sembly that their work will be done well and yield good 
fruit! Finally, pray for our ministers who are challenged 
on every side by the pressures of politics, society and 
cultural expectations; not to mention wealth, poverty 
and the temptation to ignore justice issues. 

 

Nkandla 

President Jacob Zuma’s pa-
latial home at Nkandla has 
been much in the news, es-
pecially since the Public Pro-
tector, Thuli Madonsela, 
found that he misappropriat-
ed so many millions of Rand 
in public money to build it. 
At the General Assembly in 
July this year a proposal was 
put forward paying tribute to 
Ms Madonsela and calling 
on Mr Zuma to repay the 

money. But the part of the motion to do with Mr Zuma 
was defeated, mainly on the ground that the Public 
Protector’s findings had not yet been tested in court. 
The question was also raised whether the Church 
should in principle concern itself with such “political 
points”. (The retiring Moderator, Rod Botsis, comment-
ed that we were hearing the same kind of argument 
that some people put forward in the old PCSA against 
the Church’s speaking out on political issues, only now 
from a different side.) 

Church and Politics 

Should the Church, then, keep out of politics? The text 
perhaps most often used to argue that it should is Jn. 
18:35f. There Pilate asks Jesus, “Are you the king of the 
Jews?”—i.e. are you the expected Messiah in revolt 
against Caesar? And Jesus replies, “My kingdom is not 
of this world” (KJV). This is a key text, and how we in-
terpret it makes for radically different kinds of Christi-
anity and kinds of preaching. 

Some people understand Jesus’ words to mean that he 
was concerned only with spiritual, not political, things. 
As the Revised English Bible (REB) translates the text: 
“My kingdom does not belong to this world…. My king-
dom belongs elsewhere.” Jesus, in other words, did not 
come as a political figure to bring about political 
change. Indeed that was a temptation from Satan that 
he rejected (Matt. 4:8-10). The kingdom he came to 
bring about was a kingdom "in the region of the spir-
it" (G.H.C Macgregor), a purely spiritual, not a this-
worldly, kingdom. 

Luther 

The great Reformer, Martin Luther, understood the text 
in that way. He looked at it in the light of Jesus’ words 
in the Sermon on the Mount:  

Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes 
you on the right cheek, turn the other also; if any-
one wants to sue you and take your coat, give 
him your cloak as well; and if anyone forces you 
to go one mile, go also the second mile. (Matt. 
5:39-41) 

Such words, said, Luther, obviously apply only in per-
sonal relations between individuals, not to social or 
public relations. For what would happen to society if 
those who enforce the law acted according to them? 
And from this he concluded that “the Kingdom of God” 
Jesus proclaimed was something purely individual and 
private, and that the ethic he taught concerned only 
the individual’s private life, not our social and political 
life. So Luther split life into two separate “kingdoms”, 
or realms: the “kingdom of God” and the “kingdom of 
the world”. The first was the spiritual and individual 
area of life, and the second the realm of society and 
politics, which was not subject to Jesus but to the mag-
istrates (though ultimately also to God).  

If Jesus’ ethic was only for individual personal rela-
tions, what then was the basis of social and political 
ethics in the kingdom of the world? Luther answered 
by resorting to an ancient idea that went back to the 
Greek Stoics and was current in medieval legal theory 
and theology: that there is a “natural law” which hu-
man reason discerns and which suffices for that.  

Luther himself nevertheless believed that the Church 
should speak out on issues of political injustice. “The 
whole Scripture shows that there never was a saint 
who was not concerned with politics or economics,” he 
said. Indeed the Church should “beard” unjust rulers, 
calling them to repent and to change their policies and 
laws. But it should do so on the basis of the natural 
law.  

Many later Lutherans, however, made the line between 
the two kingdoms more consistent and rigid and so 
denied to the Church any right at all to speak out on 
political issues (except to emphasize Rom. 13). That the 
State paid the salaries of the clergy in Germany and 
other European countries made it difficult to do so an-
yway! This made Lutheranism a powerful force for po-
litical conservatism, or reaction, and a religious but-
tress of the oppressive monarchies in Germany and 
elsewhere. Later this dichotomy between faith and pol-
itics played a fateful role also in leading German Chris-
tians to support Hitler. 

Calvin 

John Calvin took a different line. Like Luther he distin-
guished between two realms and recognized that the 
realm of the world must be ruled according to the natu-
ral law of “equity” or justice. But he also stressed that 
God would ultimately subject all things to Christ, so 
that they were in principle already subject to him now 
(I Cor. 15:25-27): all kings were called to submit their 
power to Christ (Ps. 2). Christ was therefore, in different 
ways, sovereign over the whole of life, i.e. its social and 
political as well as its individual and personal areas. 
And the Church, as the proclaimer of Christ’s word and 
will, had the duty and responsibility to speak out pro-

CHRIST IS KING—BUT 
WHERE? 

 

BY DOUGLAS BAX 
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phetically about political issues (as Calvin himself fre-
quently did from the pulpit.)  

On the other hand, though he allowed the State no 
right to interfere in Church matters otherwise, Calvin 
maintained the tradition inherited from Constantine 
the Great: that the State had the duty not only to pro-
tect the Church but to uphold true doctrine, or religious 
orthodoxy, with the sword. (As we have seen, Luther, in 
theory, denied this.) Hence the deplorable execution of 
Servetus in Geneva for heresy and of several women 
for “witchcraft”.  

The emphasis on Christ’s sovereignty, the right and 
duty of the Church to speak out against injustice, the 
teaching that all Christians were in a sense kings as 
well as priests (cf. Rev. 1:6, 5:10 KJV) and its system of 
church government all made the Reformed Church a 
dynamic force for change and for the move towards 
democracy in Europe, Britain and America. This con-
trasted with the effect of Lutheran teaching. 

Later Protestants 

In time, however, the Lutheran line of thinking gained 
influence in non-Lutheran Protestant Churches as well. 
The classic Presbyterian Confession of Faith, the 
Westminster Confession (1647), for instance, lays 
down: 

 (in line with Calvin) that it is the duty of the magis-
trate to uphold orthodoxy and suppress heresy 
(chap. 20.4 and 23.3); and  

 (in line with the later Lutherans, against Calvin) that 
the Church has no right off its own bat to speak out 
on political issues (chap. 31:5)!  

These were facets of the Westminster Confession that 
John Owen and others rewrote when they drafted the 
Congregationalist Savoy Declaration of Faith (1658). 
They were also among the facets that decided the UP-
CSA in the end to replace the Westminster Confession 
with a new Confession of its own. 

Most modern Protestants believe (with Luther and 
John Owen, against Calvin) that the State has no place 
in religious matters. Many believe also (with the later 
Lutherans and against Calvin) that the Church has no 
business meddling in political issues. Church and 
State are to be kept separate in every way. “One 
should not mix religion and politics.” 

Re-examining Jesus’ Words 

We need to look at Jn. 18:36 more closely, however. 
When we do, we notice aspects that make Luther’s 
and the later Lutheran understanding, and the REB 
translation, of it impossible:  

 The Greek word translated “kingdom” nearly always 
means “kingship/reign/royal rule/sovereignty”, not 
a realm or an area.  

 The reign of God that Jesus proclaimed was not a 
separate spiritual realm: it was, in the tradition of 
the Jews, an “eschatological” reign, i.e. the future, 
end-time reign of God over the whole world in final 
victory over all evil, including all economic, social 
and political injustice and oppression. (The Greek 
word eschaton means “end”).  

 Jesus’ words in Greek do not in fact mean “My king-
dom is not of this world” (i.e. “does not belong to 
this world”). The Greek does use the genitive or pos-
sessive case, which by itself would mean “of”. But 

the preposition ek comes before that, and ek is a 
preposition of origin or derivation, not of belonging. 
(Think of English words derived from it like exit, ex-
odus, exile etc., which all mean “out of, from”.) What 
Jesus means, therefore, is “My kingship, or kingly 
sovereignty, does not derive from this world” (like 
Caesar’s does). Likewise the words that follow, 
strictly translated, mean not, as the REB translates 
them, “My kingdom belongs elsewhere” but “My 
kingly sovereignty is from elsewhere,” i.e. from God. 
(Pious Jewish idiom avoided speaking directly of 
“God”.) In other words, it is not the world and worldly 
means that make Jesus king but God: so the world, 
even Caesar, cannot take that kingship away. 
Hence Jesus adds: “If my sovereignty were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep me 
from being handed over to the Jews.”

 
  

In other words “He does not say that this world is not 
the sphere of His authority, but that His authority is not 
of human origin” (Edwyn Hoskyns). Jesus is not at all 
disclaiming authority over the world or excluding the 

world from the coming reign of God that he has inau-
gurated. On the contrary his claim is, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me” (Matt. 
28:18). (This text uses the passive voice likewise to 
avoid mentioning God. It means “God has given me all 
authority in heaven and on earth.”) Somehow Luther 
missed this text. Indeed the whole meaning of the in-
carnation is that in Jesus Christ God does not stay on 
the edges of life in the world but comes right into its 
very midst! God in Christ is not shut up in heaven; he 
does not stay on some spiritual summit; instead “he is 
to be found down on the plain where human beings 
suffer and sin” (Karl Barth). 

Indeed, as modern study has come to see, contrary to 
Luther, that some of Jesus’ words in the Sermon on the 
Mount were in fact specifically political! Striking anoth-
er person on the right cheek means doing so with the 
back of the right hand. That was what the occupying 
Roman soldiers did to insult the people of Palestine. 
Likewise it was a Roman military law that a soldier 
could conscript a local person to carry his pack for one 
mile (but no more). So Jesus was specifically telling the 
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Jews how to behave towards their political enemies, 
the Romans: a way neither of useless, violent re-
sistance nor of deferent submission but one that yield-
ed in the face of insult or force but then calmly assert-
ed one’s own dignity as an equal. 

Three other points to consider are: 

 If the issue of social and political justice is excluded 
from Jesus’ concerns, how could he be the Prophet 
(Deut. 18:15, Matt.21:11, Lk. 13:33, 24:19, Jn. 4:19, Ac. 
3:22-24, 7:37) who stands in succession to the Old 
Testament prophets, when their primary emphasis 
was just such justice? Indeed how would the New 
Testament stand in any continuity with the Old? 

 If God is sovereign over the whole world and all of 
life, but Christ sovereign over only part of life, how 
could he be truly divine? What would that mean for 
the doctrine of the Trinity? 

 The New Testament explicitly names Jesus the 
“King of kings and Lord of lords” who rules all “the 
nations” (I Tim. 6:15, Rev. 19:15-16 cf. 1:5). 

Conclusion 

In agreement with Luther and Owen, against Calvin, 
the Bible gives the State no right to take sides on doc-
trinal or religious issues. Calvin, however, was right in 
emphasizing that Jesus Christ is the Lord of the whole 
of life, that no sphere of life is exempt from his authori-
ty and his will. The Bible repeatedly asserts that; and to 
deny it is to deny that he is fully Lord. This means that 
the Church, as his mouthpiece, must proclaim his word 
and will for all of life to all the world—not with the 
sword but in the power of the Spirit. Of course, that 
does not mean that the Church’s business is primarily 
political; but it means that it is also political. For God’s 
Word in Christ is sovereign over every sphere of life! As 
the very first paragraph of our Manual of Faith and Or-
der states about the Church: “Its purpose and function 
is to bear witness to the saving gospel of Jesus Christ 
to all who do not yet believe in him, to build up in faith, 
hope and love those who already believe, and to pro-
claim his sovereignty over the world.” 

And as Article 25 of the UPCSA Confession of Faith 
declares: 

25.1  God is no household idol but Lord of the 
whole world. Jesus Christ is not only Head of the 
Church but King of kings and Judge of all the 
nations. He is sovereign over every area of life, 
private, social, economic and political; he lays 
claim to the whole human being. God’s will for 
justice and peace set forth in the Scriptures and 
above all in Christ is the standard by which all 
civil laws too are to be judged. 

25.2  Christ commissions the Church to preach 
the good news and proclaim God’s will for every 
sphere of life. Thus, though Church and State are 
distinct from each other and the Church’s task is 
never primarily political, it is always also politi-
cal…. 

25.5  From its King and Head the Church derives 
a government distinct from civil Government, and 
civil rulers have no jurisdiction over the Church’s 
spiritual affairs. The Government transgresses its 
calling if it seeks to appropriate the propagation 
of the Word or the administration of the sacra-
ments or of church discipline or to control or ma-

nipulate the Church or interfere in its affairs, si-
lence its prophetic voice or take over any of its 
mandate. The Church must resist all such inter-
ference.  

25.7  Because the Church knows that ultimate 
sovereignty and glory belong to God alone as 
ruler over all, it must bear witness to the limits of 
the Government’s rights and authority. Whenever 
any human law, policy or command clashes with 
God’s law, we must obey God rather than any 
human authority. Indeed because sin and self-
seeking corrupt every society and every human 
Government, Christ calls the Church to be a sen-
tinel and prophetically confront both, whenever 
necessary. Thus the Church is to take a lead in 
standing for justice and opposing all that is 
wrong in society. It must oppose all discrimina-
tion in civil law and policy, censure all corruption 
and unmask all harmful ideologies and false 
propaganda. It must confront all elitism, oppres-
sion and injustice with the radical demands that 
the vision of God’s coming victory over all evil 
makes on us now. 

25.8  The Church must speak to the State in the 
name of justice and the dignity, rights and re-
sponsibilities of all human beings. It must there-
fore speak particularly on behalf of the weak, the 
vulnerable, the poor, the threatened, the op-
pressed, the outcasts, the voiceless. Truth must 
speak boldly to power for justice to prevail. 

25.9  The Church must also oppose as demonic 
any lust the State has for power and glory. It 
must oppose all nationalism and insist that the 
State pursue right, not might.  

25.10 Whenever the State overreaches its man-
date and whenever any person, group or class 
suffers social or political injustice, the Church is 
to protest not only in words but if possible in ac-
tion. It is also to aid the victims. Christians are to 
co-operate with others in seeking what is best 
for the civil community. The Church must always 
be ready to be the Church under the Cross in 
resisting an unjust or oppressive State. Such re-
sistance recalls a regime to its true vocation un-
der God.  

 

Tragedies such as the recent collapse of the guest 
house belonging to the Synagogue Church of All Na-
tions (SCOAN) in Lagos, Nigeria, are always such diffi-
cult things to deal with. The depth of the suffering and 
grief leaves one speechless. 

Of course, when lives are lost, particularly on such a 
scale as this, blame is the first account that needs to 
be settled. Within hours culpability for the disaster was 
already landing like a chicken coming home to roost at 
the doors of SCOAN. Added to this is what seems to 
be a fairly bizarre response from the church:  

SHOULD I TRAVEL TO NIGERIA 
FOR HEALING? 

 

BY MIKE MULLER 
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“Nigeria’s televangelist TB Joshua, also known as 
‘The Prophet’, has reportedly sent out teams of 
his evangelists to drop off cash hand-outs to the 
families of those killed when his church guest 
house collapsed in Lagos last month. According 
to the Sunday Times, several families have been 
presented with gifts that include R5 000 cash, 
maize meal and anointed water.”

1
 

Be that as it may, there is a fundamental question that 
Christians need to answer: “Should I travel to Nigeria – 
or anywhere for that matter – to find healing?” 

The answer is simple and may be found, 
among many other texts, in the following 
passages of Scripture: 

John 14:16–18 (NIV):  
16 

And I will ask the Father, and he 
will give you another Counsellor to 
be with you forever — 

17 
the Spirit of 

truth. The world cannot accept him, 
because it neither sees him nor 
knows him. But you know him, for 
he lives with you and will be in you. 
18 

I will not leave you as orphans; I 
will come to you. 

John 16:7–16 (NIV):  

7 
But I tell you the truth: It is for 

your good that I am going away. 
Unless I go away, the Counsellor 
will not come to you; but if I go, I 
will send him to you. 

8 
When he 

comes, he will convict the world of 
guilt in regard to sin and righteous-
ness and judgment: 

9 
in regard to 

sin, because men do not believe in 
me; 

10 
in regard to righteousness, because I am 

going to the Father, where you can see me no 
longer; 

11 
and in regard to judgment, because the 

prince of this world now stands condemned. 
12 

“I 
have much more to say to you, more than you 
can now bear. 

13 
But when he, the Spirit of truth, 

comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not 
speak on his own; he will speak only what he 
hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 

14 

He will bring glory to me by taking from what is 
mine and making it known to you. 

15 
All that be-

longs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the 
Spirit will take from what is mine and make it 
known to you. 

16 
“In a little while you will see me 

no more, and then after a little while you will see 
me.”  

To be sure, the reason for the promised Holy Spirit was 
that the Church might be birthed on the day of Pente-
cost. But, more than that, the Spirit is the presence of 
Christ among his people and “The Spirit’s presence is…
tantamount to the presence of Jesus, although the 
equation is not made explicitly” (Harper’s Bible Com-
mentary with ref. to John 14:16-18). 

In the gathering of the Church Christ is always present 
by the Holy Spirit. It follows therefore that the ministry 
of Christ should be evident in the Church. By promising 
another Counsellor – someone who would be like him-
self in ministry, Jesus suggests that the Spirit would do 
what he himself had done during his ministry, in every 
respect. So we can and should believe that in every 
gathering of God’s people as the Church their spiritual 
needs will be met. This would include healing. 

Old Testament ministry is characterised, among other 
things by the concept of God’s meeting needs through 
specific individuals upon whom God’s Spirit rested. 

People would then have to consult with them for God’s 
guidance or intervention (like Naaman having to visit 
Elisha – 2 Kings 5). But to promote a similar view on 
ministry in the Church is completely contrary to life in 
the Spirit under the New Testament. If we hold the 
view that someone far away (or even in a neighbouring 
congregation) has some exceptional gift and that, in 
order to be healed, we need to travel to consult with 
them and then receive ministry, then why on earth did 
Jesus ever ascend into heaven? I would much rather 
he stayed on earth and I would willingly travel to Jeru-
salem for him to lay hands on me! 

The truth is, the same Spirit who raised Christ from the 
dead dwells in each of God’s people and is present at 
each meeting. Jesus is with us! Let’s look to Christ in 
our midst for healing through the simple prayers of 
faith prayed by God’s people – the same people we 
worship together with from Sunday to Sunday. 
1
 News24: “'Prophet' sends anointed water to victims' families 
2014-10-05 08:25” http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/
Joshua-dishes-out-cash-to-victims-families-20141005  
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